
AGENDA  
CONNECTICUT MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 

Tuesday, May 18, 2021 at 1:30 PM 
 

Department of Public Health 
410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford Connecticut 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER  
 
 
I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
  April 20, 2021 
 
 
II. OPEN FORUM  
 
 
III.  UPDATES  

A. Chair Updates  
B. DPH Updates  

 
 
IV. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Review of License Application (Post Graduate Training Review) 
 Presented by Celeste Dowdell, License and Applications Analyst 

• Hossam Youssef, MD 
 
V.  OFFICE OF LEGAL COMPLIANCE  
 A. Gabriel Abella, M.D. - Petition No. 2018-699 
  Presentation of Consent Order - Presented by Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, DPH 
 B. Manoj Dhariwal, MD; Petition No. 2018-1449 
  Presentation of Consent Order - Presented by Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, DPH 
 C. James O’Halloran, III, D.O. Petition No. 2021-282 
  Presentation of Consent Order - Presented by Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH 
 B. Verma Vishal, MD; Petition No. 2020-146 
  Presentation of Consent Order - Presented by Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, DPH 
 
ADJOURN  
 
 

This meeting will be held by video conference at the following link 
 

Connecticut Medical Examining Board via Microsoft 
Join on your computer or mobile app 

Click here to join the meeting 
Or call in (audio only) 

+1 860-840-2075 - Phone Conference ID: 154 137 620# 
 
 
 

  

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NmFhYWVkMmItODEwOS00NTMwLTkxNWMtMGQ5MzRlZDUyMTYw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22735c43f2-4aee-4b5f-b05e-0c535078f579%22%7d
tel:+18608402075,,154137620# 


The following minutes are draft minutes which are subject to revision and which have not yet been adopted by the Board. 
 

CONNECTICUT MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 
MINUTES of April 20, 2021  

 
The Connecticut Medical Examining Board held a meeting on Tuesday, April 20, 2021 via Microsoft TEAMS 

 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Kathryn Emmett, Esq., Chairperson 
      Raymond Andrews, Jr., Esq. 
      Allyson Duffy, MD 
      Robert Green, MD 
      Michele Jacklin 
      Joseph Kaliko, Esq 
      Marilyn Katz, MD 
      William C. Kohlhepp, DHSc, PA-C 
      Shawn London, MD 
           Edward McAnaney, Esq. 
      Brimal Patel, MD 
          Jean Rexford 
          Daniel Rissi, MD 
      David Schwindt, MD 
      Harold Sauer. MD 
      C. Steven Wolf, MD 
      Andrew Yuan, DO 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:    Marie C. Eugene, DO 
      Peter Zeman, MD 
 
Ms. Emmett called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.   
 
I.  MINUTES  

The draft minutes of the Febraury16, 2021 meeting were reviewed.  Dr. Rissi made a motion, seconded 
by Ms. Rexford to approve the minutes.  The motion passed with all in favor. 

 
II.  OPEN FORUM  

None  
 

III.  UPDATES  

A. Chair Updates  
 Hearing Assignments 

 
B. Department of Public Health 

None 
 
IV.  NEW BUSINESS  

A. Marjorie Corker-Holzer, MD – Review of License Reinstatement Application  
Celeste Dowdell, License and Applications Analyst, Department of Public Health presented a license 
reinstatement application for Marjorie Corker-Holzer, MD. 
Dr. Green made a motion, seconded by Mr. Kaliko, to recommend license reinstatement .  The motion 
passed unanimously.  
During discussion Dr. Green and Dr. Wolf spoke in opposition to the recommendation. 
Dr. Green, Dr. Wolf, Dr. London, Mr. McAnaney; Dr. Yuan, Dr. Sauer, Mr. Andrews and Dr. Rissi voted to 
oppose the recommendation.  Mr. Kaliko, Dr. Schwindt, Dr, Duffy; Dr. Kohlhepp; Ms. Rexford, Ms. Jacklin 
and Ms. Emmett voted in favor.  The motion failed. 
Dr. Kohlhepp made a motion, seconded by Mr. Kaliko, to recommend license reinstatement that included 
on year of supervised practice.  During discussion Dr. Wolf made a motion, seconded by Dr. Green, to 
table this matter.  The motion to table passed with all in favor except Ms. Jacklin and Ms. Rexford who 
were opposed. 
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V.  OFFICE OF LEGAL COMPLIANCE  
 A. Susannah Tung, MD; Petition No. 2020-386 

Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina, Department of Public Health, presented a Consent Order in this matter.  
Respondent and her attorney were not present 
Dr. Green made a motion, seconded by Dr. Wolf, to approve the Consent Order which imposes a 
reprimand and probation for a period of four years.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
VI.  ADJOURNMENT  

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:22 p.m.  
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Kathryn Emmett, Esq., Chairperson  
 
 
 



FYI          REVISED 5/11/2021 
 

 
CONNECTICUT MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 
HEARING ASSIGNMENTS    All hearings begin at 9:00 a.m. unless otherwise noted 
 
BOARD MEMBER    CASE NAME   HEARING DATE 
 
Kathryn Emmett, Esq.    
 
Raymond Andrews, Jr.   Wayne Franco, MD  6/07/2021 - 9:00 a.m. 
     Richard Kravitz, MD  Proposed MOD 6/15/2021 
 
Allyson Duffy, MD   Ermelinda Rrumbullaku  6/14/2021 - 9:00 a.m. 
 
Marie Eugene, DO    
 
Robert Green, MD   Paul Willette, MD   9/21/2021 - 9:00 a.m. 
     Richard Kravitz, MD  Proposed MOD 6/15/2021 
     Ermelinda Rrumbullaku  6/14/2021 - 9:00 a.m. 
 
Michele Jacklin    Nami Bayan, MD   05/14/2021 
     Yuting Xiong, MD   Proposed MOD 6/15/2021 
 
Marilyn Katz, MD   Joseph Schindler, MD  06/18/2021 - 9:00 a.m. 
 
Joseph Kaliko, Esq. 
 
William C. Kohlhepp, DHSc, PA-C  Wayne Franco, MD  6/07/2021 - 9:00 a.m 
 
Shawn London, MD   Joseph Schindler, MD  06/18/2021 - 9:00 a.m. 
     Yuting Xiong, MD   Proposed MOD 6/15/2021 
 
Edward McAnaney    Nimrod Lavi, MD   to be rescheduled 
     Ermelinda Rrumbullaku  6/14/2021 - 9:00 a.m. 
     Paul Willette, MD   9/21/2021 - 9:00 a.m. 
 
Brimal Patel, MD 
 
Jean Rexford    Joseph Schindler, MD  06/18/2021 - 9:00 a.m. 
 
Daniel Rissi, MD    Nami Bayan, MD   05/14/2021 - 9:00 a.m. 
     Nimrod Lavi, MD   to be rescheduled 
     Paul Willette, MD   9/21/2021 - 9:00 a.m. 
     Yuting Xiong, MD   Proposed MOD 6/15/2021 
 
Harold Sauer, MD    
 
David Schwindt, MD 
 
C. Steven Wolf, MD   Wayne Franco, MD  6/07/2021 - 9:00 a.m. 
 
Andrew Yuan, DO 
 
Peter Zeman, MD   Nami Bayan, MD   05/14/2021 - 9:00 a.m. 
     Nimrod Lavi, MD   to be rescheduled 
     Richard Kravitz, MD  Proposed MOD 6/15/2021 
 

 



TO: Connecticut Medical Examining Board 

FROM: Celeste Dowdell 

Licensing Applications Analyst 

Practitioner Licensing and Investigations Section 

RE: Hossam Youssef, MD 

Dr. Youssef is an applicant for Connecticut physician licensure. Dr. Youssef meets all requirements for 

licensure except he has not completed two years of post-graduate medical education in a program 

accredited by the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME). 

Section 20-10, Connecticut General Statutes allows for an applicant to complete an equivalent program 

approved by the Board with the consent of the Department. 

Please accept this as a summary of the documentation submitted in support of Dr. Youssef s application. 

Medical Education: Alexandria Faculty of Medicine- Alexandria Egypt, 2009 

Educational Commission for Graduates of Foreign Medical Schools (ECFMG): Certified 4/26/2018 

United States Medical Licensing Examination: Step 1-3 completed and passed 

Post Graduate Training Completed: 

Prior training- done in Egypt. Alexandria Faculty of Medicine- Neurosurgery dept. Alexandria Egypt 

7/1/2020-6/30/2021: currently in fellowship. Ut Southwestern, Dallas TX 

Licenses: Dr. Youssef previously held a training permit in TX, there was no discipline against that permit. 

Letter from a Senior Physician Executive: letter attached from Ketan Bulsara, MD Professor and Chief, 

Neurosurgery. Program director, Neurosurgery Residency program at The University of Connecticut. 

Sec. 20-10. Qualification for licensure. Except as provided in section 20-12, each person applying for a license under 
section 20-13 shall certify to the Department of Public Health that the applicant: (1) (A) Is a graduate of a medical school 
located in the United States or Canada accredited by the Liaison Committee on Medical Education or of a medical education 
program accredited by the American Osteopathic Association, or (B) is a graduate of a medical school located outside the 
United States or Canada and has received the degree of doctor of medicine, osteopathic medicine or its equivalent and 
satisfies educational requirements specified in regulations adopted pursuant to this chapter and has either (i) successfully 
completed all components of a “fifth pathway program” conducted by an American medical school accredited by the 
American Medical Association or the American Osteopathic Association, or (ii) received certification from the Educational 
Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates; (2) has successfully completed not less than two years of progressive graduate 
medical training as a resident physician in a program accredited by the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical 
Education, the American Osteopathic Association or an equivalent program approved by the board with the consent of the 
department; and (3) has passed an examination prescribed by the department with the advice and consent of the 
appropriate examining board. Examinations required under this section shall be administered by the Department of Public 
Health under the supervision of the appropriate examining board. Passing scores shall be established by said department 
with the consent of the appropriate examining board. The department may, under such regulations as the Commissioner of 
Public Health may adopt, with the advice and assistance of the appropriate board, deny eligibility for licensure to a graduate 
who has been found to have provided fraudulent or inaccurate documentation regarding either the graduate's school's 
educational program or academic credentials or to have failed to meet educational standards as prescribed in such 
regulations.
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH 

 
Gabriel Abella, M.D.                                                                 Petition No.: 2018-699 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION: 
 
Medical School:   George Washington University, Washington, D.C. 
Year of Graduation:    1990 
 
Post Graduate Training: 
7/1/90  - 6/30/91        Intern          Metro Health Medical Center, Cleveland, OH 
7/1/91  - 6/30/94           Resident      Metro Health Medical Center, Cleveland, OH 
 
 
Current Employment:      Orthopedic Partners, North Franklin, CT 
License Issued:                 8/3/1999 
Type of Practice:              Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation/Pain Management 
Malpractice History:        None Reported 
Past History with DPH:   None Reported 
 
THIS CONSENT ORDER DISCIPLINE: 

• Reprimand 
• $5,000 civil penalty 
• One year probation:  monitor to review 20% of respondents patient records, with 

monthly reports to the Department for the first three months and quarterly for 
remainder of probation; coursework in managing radiologic findings in 
orthopedics 
 

 
DEPARTMENT SUMMARY: 
In June 2018 the Department’s Practitioner Licensing and Investigations Section opened this 
petition in response to a complaint from the patient’s family member. 
 
Respondent provided care to Patient #1 during approximately August 30, 2017 through October 
2017.  The Department alleges that respondent’s care for Patient #1 failed to meet the standard of 
care in that: 

a. He failed to acknowledge the radiologist’s report of an MRI taken on August 30, 2017, 
which contained a finding of a suspicious lesion within the L1 vertebral body; and/or 

b.  He failed to order further evaluation of the lesion. 
 
 

WILL THIS RESULT IN A REPORT TO THE NPDB?  Yes 





















25th

February 1



CONNECTICUT MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 

CONSENT ORDER COVER SHEET 

Respondent: Manoj Dhariwal, M.D. Petition No. 2018-1449 

BIOGRAPIDCAL INFORMATION: 

Medical School: Saba University School of Medicine 
Year of Graduation: 2006 

07/01/07-06/30/08 

07/01/09-06/30/12 

07/01/12-06/30/13 

08/01/13-08/14/14 

07/01/16-06/30/17 

Surgery and 
Urology 

Family 
Medicine 

Vascular 
Medicine 

Sports 
Medicine 

Emergency 
Medicine 

Resident Easton Hospital, Easton, PA 

Resident Flower Family Practice, Sylvania, 
OH 

Fellowship Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland, OH 

Fellowship Indiana University, Indianapolis, IN 

Fellowship St. Joseph's Hospital, Syracuse, NY 

Current employment: Family medicine and/or emergency medicine in Florida. 
Respondent has never practiced in-person clinical medicine in Connecticut. Respondent 
has not provided any telehealth services since approximately December 2018. 

License: 061962 Issued: 9/24/2018 
Type of Practice: Family medicine 
Board Certification: American Board of Family Medicine (2014). Certified in family 
medicine with a sub-specialty in sports medicine. 
Malpractice History: None reported 
Past Histmy with DPH: None 
Investigation Commenced: 12/28/2018 

THIS CONSENT ORDER DISCIPLINE: 

Civil Penalty of $5,000.00 

DEPARTMENT SUMMARY OF THE CASE: 

• A pharmacist, on behalf of Express Scripts Inc. of St. Louis, 
Missouri, filed a complaint with the Department indicating that a 
review of respondent's prescription claims profile for the period 
Januaiy 2018 through November 2018 indicated concerns of 
possible inappropriate prescribing of topical applications and non­
steroidal anit-inflammatory medications. 















CONNECTICUT MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 
MODIFICATION CONSENT ORDER COVER SHEET 

 
Respondent: James O’Halloran, III, D.O.    Petition No. 2021-282 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION: 
 
Medical School: University of New England – College of Osteopathic Medicine 
Year of Graduation: 1985 
    
Site Name  City  State  Country  Start Date  End Date  Level  Type  

State University of 
New York 

Brooklyn New York UNITED 
STATES 

07/01/1986 06/30/1989 Resident Internal 
Medicine 

State University of 
New York 

Brooklyn New York UNITED 
STATES 

07/01/1989 06/30/1991 Fellowship Internal 
Medicine 

Baptist Medical 
Center 

Brooklyn New York UNITED 
STATES 

07/01/1985 06/30/1986 Intern Internal 
Medicine 

 
Current employment: Cornell Scott-Hill Health Center – New Haven, CT 
 
License: 000290  Issued: February 14, 1990 
Type of Practice: Internal medicine   
Board Certification: Internal medicine sub Infectious Disease (1990) 
Malpractice History: None known to DPH 
Past History with DPH: Consent Order in Petition No. 2015-180 (reprimand, restriction, 
5 year probation with therapy, urine screens, AA/group meetings, employer reports). 
Successfully completed probation February 8, 2021, copies enclosed 
Investigation Commenced: April 6, 2021 
 
 
MODIFICATION CONSENT ORDER DISCIPLINE: 
 
Restriction:  

•  Respondent's license is permanently restricted such that he may only practice 
medicine in an office and practice setting that regularly physically incudes other 
licensed physicians on-site while respondent is practicing medicine. In the 
event another licensed physician is not physically present during some or all of 
the respondent's shift, respondent may only practice medicine if respondent 
performs a person-to person or virtual check-in using audiovisual means with a 
licensed physician during his shift. This same restriction shall apply to 
respondent's practice of telemedicine, whether on or off the premises of the 
medical practice. 

   
DEPARTMENT SUMMARY OF THE CASE: 
 

• In 2016, the Board adopted the Consent Order in Petition No. 2015-180 which 
included a reprimand, permanent restriction, and 5 year probation based on 
allegations regarding respondent’s prescribing practices, professional boundary 
issues, and use and/or abuse of alcohol. 

• Respondent successfully completed the 5 year probation period but remains 
subject to the permanent restriction. 



• The current restriction requires the presence of another licensed physician at all 
times when respondent is practicing and does not provide flexibility for 
telemedicine services or situations where practice coverage is limited to the 
respondent (such as lunch hours or shortened shifts of the other licensed 
physician). 

• The proposed modification to the permanent restriction allows for limited 
circumstances where respondent may be the sole physician present to 
accommodate practice coverage and telemedicine services as long as 
respondent conducts an in-person or virtual check-in with another licensed 
physician during his shift. 

• The Department feels the modified restriction continues to adequately address 
the concerns raised under the original Consent Order while also providing 
reasonable flexibility for respondent’s employment and practice. 

 
WILL THIS RESULT IN A REPORT TO THE N.P.D.B. BANK? 

• Yes  
 





10th
May



Attachment A





















CONNECTICUT MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 

CONSENT ORDER COVER SHEET 

 
Respondent: Vishal Verma, M.D.  Petition No. 2020-146 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION: 

 

Medical School: University of Miami School of Medicine  
Year of Graduation: 1998    
    
 
06/24/98-06/30/99 
 
 
07/01/99-06/30/03 
 
 
07/01/03-06/30/04 
 
 

 
Internal 
Medicine 
 
Diagnostic 
Radiology 
 
 Magnetic 
Resonance 
Imaging 
 
 

 

Intern 

 
 
Resident 

 
 

Fellowship 

 

 

 

 
University of Chicago Hospital, 
Chicago, IL 
 
University of Chicago Hospital, 
Chicago, IL 
 
University of California San Diego 
Medical Center 
 

Current employment: Respondent has practiced teleradiology since 2004. Respondent has 
conducted an aesthetic medical practice since 2006 and operates medical spas in the San 
Diego, California area.  Respondent expanded aesthetics into telemedicine and became 
licensed in all 50 states.  
License: 054579  Issued: 8/31/15 
Type of Practice: Aesthetic medicine and telemedicine   
Board Certification: American Board of Radiology (2003) 
Malpractice History: None reported 
History with DPH: None 
Investigation Commenced: 02/05/20  
 
 
THIS CONSENT ORDER DISCIPLINE:          Reprimand 

   
DEPARTMENT SUMMARY OF THE CASE: 

 

 This petition was opened as the result of a National Practitioner Data 
Bank (NPDB) Report because of a Memorandum of Decision issued 
by the Maryland State Board of Physicians (“the MSB”).  

 After a contested hearing, the MSB found that respondent 
committed unprofessional conduct by failing to conduct 
telemedicine encounters through real-time communications, in 
violation of Maryland’s statues regulating telehealth, that 
respondent dispensed more than 1,300 prescriptions for Latisse to 
Maryland residents for over three and a half years without a 
dispensing permit, and that respondent committed unprofessional 
conduct by omitting discipline in other states from his Maryland 
renewal application. The MSB reprimanded respondent’s license, 
imposed a $50,000 civil penalty and placed his license on 



probation for 6 months to complete courses on the topics of 
telemedicine, prescribing and recordkeeping.  Respondent has 
successfully completed the requirements of the MSB’s order. 
 
Subsequently, the NPDB report triggered numerous inquiries, 
including in the 50 states where respondent is licensed.  Some 
states have taken no action and other states, relying on the MSB’s 
order have taken reciprocal actions in the form of, without 
limitation, letters of reprimand, letters of admonition and final 
orders. 

 

 
WILL THIS RESULT IN A REPORT TO THE N.P.D.B. BANK? 

• Yes  
 









10th
May

















































Signature on File
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