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CERTIFIED

COPY

STATE OF CONNECTI CUT
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND
ENVI RONVENTAL PROTECTI ON
PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES REGULATORY AUTHORI TY

STATE WATER PLANNI NG COUNCI L

Regul ar Meeting held Via Tel econference on

February 1, 2022, beginning at 1:36 p.m

He l d Bef or e:
JOHN W BETKOSKI, 111, CHAI RVAN,
and PURA VI CE- CHAI RVAN
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Appear ances:

WATER PLANNI NG COUNCI L MEMBERS PRESENT:
JOHN W BETKOSKI, 111, CHAI RVAN ( PURA)
MARTI N HEFT ( OPM)

LORI MATH EU ( DPH)
GRAHAM STEVENS ( DEEP)

ALSO PRESENT (on record):
VIRG NI A de LI MA
ALl CEA CHARAMUT
MARGARET M NER
DENI SE SAVAGEAU
KAREN BURNASKA
DAVI D KUZM NSKI
CORI NNE FI TTI NG
DAN LAVRENCE
RI CHARD HANRATTY

Staf f:
ALYSON AYOTTE
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THE CHAI RVAN: Ckay. We'll call the Water Pl anning
Counci|l nmeeting for February 1st to order.
Wel cone. Happy | unar new year to everyone.

| hope everybody is here -- and the first

order of business wll be to accept the January
4th transcript. Do | have a notion?

LORI MATHI EU. So noved.

GRAHAM STEVENS: Seconded.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Any questions on the notion?

(No response.)

THE CHAIRVMAN: | f not, all those in favor signify by
sayi ng, aye.

THE COUNCI L: Aye.

THE CHAIRVAN:  The notion is approved.

Correspondence received, | have nothing in
front of ne.

Let's go right to the -- | do have sone
announcenents, but | can nake that |ater on --
right to the inplenentation workgroup.

Virginia?

VIRA NIA de LIMA: Ckay. Good afternoon, everybody.
want to first coment on the topical subgroup

that's | ooking at outreach and educati on.

go
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As you know, they are planning a panel
di scussion for tonorrow and | amvery excited to
| et you know that they have 106 regi strants for
that session. And so we're -- well, it's at noon
tonorrow. We'll all be looking forward to it.

In terns of the topical group working on the
reporting and tracking, their past neeting they
heard a very informative presentati on by people
fromthe Long Island Sound Study, which is an EPA
program

And the Long Island Sound Study has a very
conplete nonitoring systemwhere they are tracking
all the inplenentation that they're doing on the
Long I sl and Sound managenent pl an.

One of the challenges that we wll have is
that they're tracking nuch nore concrete and data
driven itens than are we. For instance, how many
acres -- how many fewer acres of hypoxia are there
in Long Island Sound? So it's much harder data
than sonme of the nore phil osophical things that we
woul d be tracking for the state water plan.

But they were -- it was an inpressive
presentation and they said that they would be
avai l abl e for any questions. They also had a

period of tinme where they were doing nore informal
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tracking before their tracking systemwas up and
running. So | think we can learn a |lot fromthem
and the communications will be conti nuing.

The other the workgroup that we have -- as |
think you all are aware, is | ooking at com ng up
with roles and responsibilities for a water
pl anning chief. As |I've nentioned before, we've
been pulling froma |lot of different docunents,
sonme of themwere ideas that were in the state
wat er plan itself, other position descriptions and
the expertise of people in the group.

And we have pulled together an initial draft
that lists the roles and responsibilities and the
skills that m ght be appropriate for such a
position. That was shared with the topical group
this norning and at our neeting on Friday --
hopefully we'll get buy-in fromthe group as to
that. And then we will send it to the ful
I npl enent ati on workgroup as well as the advisory
group for their input.

And we are still aimng to have that docunent
to you later on this nonth, I know in the | ast
Wat er Pl anning Council neeting you were sayi ng
that you would like to have a very aggressive

schedul e, and hopefully be able to bring sonebody
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on the beginning of the fiscal year in July.
That's still what we're working towards, getting
you sonet hing as soon as possible so that you can
do that.

The last thing that we are discussing is the
menbershi p on the inplenentation workgroup. The
terms go fromspring to spring. |'m purposely
being a little bit vague about exactly when in the
spring, because it has not been precise.

But there are several positions that are
ei ther vacant -- well, that are vacant that we
don't think people will be re-upping for. So at
our neeting next week we'll be asking people if
they are willing and able to stay on in their
current position.

And if not, we'll be | ooking for replacenents
for those positions and hopefully get a slate to
you for at least no later than your April neeting.

Dave, is there anything that you want to add?

DAVI D KUZM NSKI:  The only thing I would add is that

Wi th us, you know, sort of fast track this water
pl anni ng chi ef sub topical workgroup.

And as Virginia said, by the end of this
nonth we should be done. That should be all

wr apped up and presented to you. And then
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obviously if you have additional work on it you
would like us to do, we will of course take that
up.

But we'll be wapping that up, as | say. And
so we wll have the opportunity, if you so w sh,
to take on another topic. So when you're down,
you' re tal ki ng about your priorities and
re-prioritization or things you would like us to
take up, we'd love for you to identify one or nore
things that we can start to devel op proposals for
wor kgroup formation for with your approval at,
hopeful |y the next neeting after that.

THE CHAI RMAN: That's excellent, Dave and Virginia. |
nmean, | know a | ot of work has going into this
wat er czar coordinator position and | think it's
really a key to noving this, noving this plan
f orward.

So | thank everybody for the work that
t hey' ve done on this.

VIRANIA de LIMA: | do want to say that we've had a
f abul ous wor kgroup, very dedi cated people wth a
| ot of creative ideas. And it's been great fun
havi ng Maur een West brook participate in this
gr oup.

THE CHAI RVAN. Maybe she'll be a candidate for it.
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Now what about the tracking group, Virginia?

VIRGNIA de LIMA: As | said, they had a presentation
fromthe Long |Island Sound study in their past
neeting, which was | ast week. And so they are
wor ki ng on both gl eaning ideas from other tracking
systenms as well as noving through the questions
and the brainstormng ideas that we did back | ast
fall.

THE CHAIRVAN:  Which is also a very good group.

DAVID KUZM NSKI:  Virginia, | see Corinne. Corinne is
here, | think.

VIRGNIA de LIMA: | was just going to ask if she was
here, and if she wanted to add to that.

DAVI D KUZM NSKI:  The main thing she m ght have is by
way of update for when they think they nay be in a
position to prepare a report and recomendati on.
There she is.

CORINNE FI TTING Hi.

THE CHAI RMAN: Hi, Cori nne.

CORINNE FITTING W are plugging along. |'m not
really sure -- in the next few we don't anticipate
going for a long, long term but | think we're
struggling a little bit with howto frame this,
and | think it will be a few nore nonths before

we're ready to conme back with sone




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

reconmendat i ons.

You know, the presentation by the Long Isl and
Sound study folks this |ast week was excel |l ent.
It gives us sonething to sort of shoot for. But I
think that | evel of sophisticationis alittle
ways off for us. So we're trying to figure out
how we nove things forward in the interimuntil we
can sort of set up for a good tracking system So
it wll be a few nonths, yeah.

THE CHAI RVAN:. Thank you, and the group for all the

work you're doing. And it's a very, very
| nportant conponent of the state water plan for
sure.

Any questions for Corinne or Virginia or

Dave, from the Council.

(No response.)

THE CHAIRVAN: I f not, thank you very nuch. W'IlIl nove
onto the Water Planning Council advisory group
report.

Alecia, is the heat off in your office?

ALl CEA CHARAMUT: It is. There's a frozen pipe.

They're working on it. |I'mso glad | wore ny

parka into the office today.
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THE CHAI RMAN:  You | ook very cold -- well, you | ook
war m

ALl CEA CHARAMUT: Well, ny landlord brought up sone
space heaters. So at |east ny fingers and nose
aren't frozen anynore.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Sorry about that.

ALl CEA CHARAMUT: No. No, it's quite all right. |
just wanted to say that, you know, if Maureen
West br ook becane our water czar we woul d probably
have all our problens solved in about two years.

And | don't think if we went back to
I n-person neetings you can find a transcriber that
was wlling to work with her at the Water Pl anni ng
Counci | neetings, because she tal ks so fast.

THE CHAI RMAN:  You shoul d see her in the hearing room

ALl CEA CHARAMUT: 1've witnessed it. It's inpressive,
very i npressive.

THE CHAI RMAN:  She's great, though.

ALI CEA CHARAMUT: Yeah, she's fantastic. She has
really made those, the water chief neetings a | ot
of fun for sure.

So other than the updates that, you know,
we'll be getting here at the Water Pl anni ng
Council we are reinitiating work and reachi ng out

to folks on the source water protection white

10
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paper. And we have also -- the group that's
nmeeting on our work on the steps for sol ar
devel opnent has net. And what we're doing
currently is working on a letter to DEP wth the
recommendati ons that the advisory group and the
Wat er Pl anni ng Council had given their blessing to
just in anticipation of the steps process starting
up again.

So in hopes that, you know, it's sonething
t hat can be considered as the process noves
forward specifically in the recomendati ons t hat
were put forward to protect drinking water sources
frominappropriate solar, solar devel opnent.

So we wll run that by you guys after we run
It by the advisory group. It's in draft right
now, but just trying to be proactive at this point
I n putting those very specific recomendati ons
f orwar d.

|s there anything I'mforgetting Dan?

DAN LAWRENCE: Well, we continue to try to nove. |

think there's been enough tine between -- and we
tal ked about this, the state water plan when it
was witten to now And that was, we had our
conversation in our |ast neeting and how, do we

all renenber what's init? And what the

11
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priorities were.

And the executive summary is |like the
great est docunent ever witten for that. [It's got
a good 17 pages and very well defined. So we
di stributed that back out to the group just to
rem nd everybody why we're here.

So | thought that would be good just to kind
of think about priorities again, what's been
acconplished as well. But just getting --
rem ndi ng people what's in the state water plan.
It's inportant.

W also talked a little bit about, there's a
| ot of things going on in the WIUCC as well and
havi ng sone of those particular presentations
related to the CPCN, and devel opers and how that's
going to work -- brought over and we presented
that to the Water Pl anni ng Council advi sory group,
so the groups can work together as well as where
we are with interconnections and things |ike that.

So the groups can be nore collaborative in

nature and feel |ike no one's hiding anything for
sure -- because no one is.
But so | think it's going well. | think it's

trying to, you know, as we al ways say, get sone

driving and going on, instead of just sitting

12
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around. So you know, nove that forward, so.

THE CHAI RVAN. Excellent. Questions? | think it's a
great idea. | nean, it's what? 2014, 2015 and
new -- it's going on eight years. So it's good to
keep the inpression on everybody's mnd, so -- and
you' re right about the executive summary. |It's
excel | ent.

Margaret M ner, did you have a question?

MARGARET M NER  No, | don't. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN: Ckay, | saw you -- | saw you |ight up.
So sonetinmes when that happens you think a person
has a questi on.

MARGARET M NER: No, Alecia presented on the steps very
wel | .

THE CHAI RVAN:.  Thank you.

Ckay. Watershed | ands group update, Karen
Bur naska.

KAREN BURNASKA: Just to let you know, basically there
we have many nenbers of the watershed | ands
wor kgroup who are participating in the source
wat er protection white paper and also in the
review of the Step, the solar siting on water
conpany | and and water class one and cl ass
two-like land. So that's basically where our

efforts are now.

13




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

And the group, the watershed | ands workgroup
Is really not scheduled to neet until March 11th.
It's a Friday at 9 a.m via zoom So right now
nost of our energies are involved with the sol ar
siting update on the Step program So that's
where we are.

And I'Il ask Margaret if she's got anything
el se to add, because | give her the [ast word.

MARGARET M NER: No, that is where we are.

THE CHAI RVAN: And Karen, maybe you want to tell people
what we're doing in terns of the |land trust
reports. | know we were going to have --
unfortunately you can't be with us. W're having
a foll owup neeting tonorrow.

KAREN BURNASKA: Yeah. \Wat has cone out of the MOA
bet ween the Connecticut Water Conpany and Save the
Sound is a great, great programto hel p protect
wat ershed -- water conpany |land that they don't
need anynore, class three |and and protect it.

And what we're dealing with now working with
PURA and hoping to get up-to-date information from
| and trusts who, according to statutes, need to be
advi sed of the sale of water conpany |land. So
we're working on a process and there is

unfortunately a call tonmorrow norning at nine that

14
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| won't be able to be on, but we can update you at
t he next neeting.

But we're working wwth themto make certain
t hat PURA and the water conpani es have up-to-date
I nformati on on who the contact people are on the
various land trusts across the state and

(unintelligible).

THE CHAIRVAN:  And don't feel bad. Sonetines we say,

like -- Cat is going to be there tonorrow which is
fine, but it was set up -- it's less than 24-hour
noti ce we gave you, so please.

But sonetines | have to work with our staff
to do sonething. | just want to keep it noving
because we're very close to getting a procedure in

pl ace here.

KAREN BURNASKA: And we appreciate that. And as |

said, we're at the very end -- is that we are
wor ki ng al so wth the Connecticut Land
Conservation Council, the Executive Director Any
Paterson to nake certain that land trusts are
aware of the process and the correct information
Is in the hands of both PURA and the water
conpani es.

And thank you for putting together the

nmeeting right away.

15
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THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

LORI MATHI EU. Jack, could | ask a question? |s that
possi bl e?

THE CHAI RVAN:  Yes.

LORI MATHI EU: So Karen, the |l and trusts definition and
the requirenent to notify on the sale of class
three land, is there a statute that's referenced?

KAREN BURNASKA: Yeah.

LORI MATHI EU: Do you know what the statute is?

KAREN BURNASKA: Not off the top of ny head, but | can
get it to you.

LORI MATHIEU. |If you can get it for ne offline. |
just -- |I'mthinking about that, you know, because
there's | anguage in one of our statutes that's
simlar. And | think it's also referenced in a 16
title as well.

So I'mjust curious.

Rl CHARD HANRATTY: This is Rich from Connecticut Water.
| have an email | got yesterday with that
statutory cite. 1'Il find it and I'Il send it.

LORI MATHI EU. Thank you. Ckay. Thank you.

KAREN BURNASKA: Lori, what | can find really quickly
is 16-50C(b).

THE CHAI RMAN: That actually has the dates. It's

actually that -- it was an education for ne. |It's

16
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February 1st, but in terns of the dates it's
supposed to -- | believe February 1st. Wasn't it,
Kar en?

KAREN BURNASKA: Yeah.

THE CHAI RVAN.  So - -

KAREN BURNASKA: It was annual ly that they were
supposed to --

THE CHAI RVAN:  Annual | y.

KAREN BURNASKA: The information was supposed to be
recei ved and PURA was going to update the |ist.
And for whatever the reason is, is they had -- the
list of contact people of the |and trust have not
been updat ed.

And we're just trying to figure out, you know
how. How best they can do it, because of the, you
know, sone of the land trust, it was kind of
difficult to kind of hone out who exactly was the
contact person of the land trust to be contacted
wi th the Connecticut -- when the Connecticut Water
Conpany put their land up for sale.

But | believe that's the correct -- it's
notify the water conpany sales as per Section
16- 50C( b) .

THE CHAI RMAN: Thank you very nuch.

Any questions? NMre gquestions?

17
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(No response.)

THE CHAI RMAN:  And we'll nove on to other business.

LORI

WUCC update, Lori?

MATHI EU:. Yes. |s Eric McPhee on? He m ght not
be, because | gave hima few assignnents for this
afternoon. So | know there's an upcom ng neeti ng
and we can get that information.

Dan, you may have nore information than | do
on the WUCC upcom ng neeting, Dan Law ence.

| don't know if Dan is still there -- but |
can get information on when the next neeting is.
| know that Rich lozzo, who works at DPH, sends an
invite out to everybody wth the agenda.

We have been working on agenda itens, as Dan
had nentioned. |nterconnections has been a big
itemfor everyone to be know edgeabl e about as
well as the interplay with the sale of excess
wat er permtting process we've been -- the WICC
has been working on. And they're | ooking for
Itenms for inplenentation for other itens.

One thing that has been com ng up wthin our
agency is having a clear vision of future
potential sources of supply in the land that is

associated with those. So that 1s one thing that

18
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you'l | probably here on a WUCC agenda com ng up,
because one of the itens that we want to nmake sure
that we have is a clean list statew de, and it
should be within the WICC pl ans.

But we want to nake sure that we have, you
know, to Dan's point about plans get old fast;
that we want to have a clean up-to-date |ist of
future potential sources and energency sources
statewide and regionally so that that is shareable
and that everybody is know edgeabl e about those as
well as the property that is owned that is
associ ated with those sources.

So you'll probably hear nore about that. It
does -- you know to Dan's point, it does
crisscross into sonme of the things we just heard
Karen tal k about as well as Margaret and the
concern of source water protection and the white
paper as well as future potential devel opnent for
what ever project it happens to be.

You know protection of those watersheds,
I dentification of those watersheds is an inportant
aspect of the WJICC pl anning process. So attend
t he WUCC neetings if you can.

Dan -- | see Dan has his canera on. Maybe he

has t he agenda and knows when the date is.

19




DAN LAVWRENCE: What do you -- about the next WJCC
nmeeti ng?

LORI MATHI EU: Next WJCC neeti ng?

DAN LAWRENCE: It is the 16th, | believe.

LORI MATHI EU. O February?

DAN LAWRENCE: Yeah, that's our next inplenentation
group neeting.

LORI MATHI EU:.  Very good.

DAN LAWRENCE: Yeah. Eric and Rich and | have been
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bantering a bit because we're kind of w nding down
wth sone things -- and that need final review
You have to go out to the three plugs, and then
bei ng circul at ed.

Li ke where interconnections are, Corinne has
been hel ping and Doug as well from DEEP. And then
we' ve been working on that, as you know, the CPCN
devel oper, DPH, DEP. Like, how nuch can you add
In there? That story board.

So we're going -- those are kind of, I won't

say, to be done, but close enough where | think

we'll start another group. So if that's, you
know, | only want to do really -- that will be two
and a half, if you wll. | don't think the group

can handl e nmuch nore than that. So we're trying

to do it sort of in a strategic point where we

20
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LORI

pi cked the nost inportant thing.

The one that was comng up, Lori, was the one
about devel oper non-community systens and
community systens being built, you know, 600 feet
froman existing water -- how do we get that
resol ved, too, | think? So --

MATHI EU:  Yeah, or 202 feet away.

DAN LAWRENCE: Yeah exactly. Al very close. Al very

LORI

cl ose and doable. How do you neke that work? So
that was going to be nmy next priority, but if
there's sonething in front of that |'m obviously
very open for that thought as well.

MATHI EU:  You know one of the things | think we've
talked a little bit of during these neetings is
what happens when there is sewer and not water in
an area, or vice versa. Right?

And so you know the pressure that towns feel
to nove a sewer |ine out ahead of public water,
and the pressure that cones to different town
of fices, local health departnments to approve a
wel |l for a new business becones a new
non-conmunity system a regul ated system

And literally the only place to put that well
Is in the center of their parking lot. And if

anyone knows Brookfield Ii ke you know Brookfi el d,

21
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Dan - -

DAN LAWRENCE: | do.

LORI

MATHI EU: I n sone towns we're buil ding new

Brookfields. W're allow ng that to happen agai n.

DAN LAVWRENCE: Yeah.

LORI

MATHI EU:.  And we've got a plan together. You know
G ahamand | talk a | ot about this, about water
and sewer at the sane tine. | knowit's not

coordi nated perfectly, but that's sonmething |ike
real big picture we need to be | ooking at where
this i s happening.

And where towns, | nean, you know, there
they' re taking advantage of the waters there, but
the sewer is not -- the sewer is there, but the
water is not. And devel opers want to nove forward
Wi th projects, you know, blane them

It's one thing that we need to think nore

about .

DAN LAWRENCE: Yeah. Lori, one of the coments that we

LORI

usual ly get, like it's about econom c devel opnent
fromthe first selectman or the mayor, you know,
and it becones a very difficult conversation as
you' re aware.

MATHI EU: It is. It is.

THE CHAI RMAN: Nobody wants to pay for. Nobody wants

22
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to pay for it.

DAN LAWRENCE: Yeah. But you know, it's hard for us to

LORI

say, oh, no, or sonething because they can't
afford it. This, this is such an inportant part
of our community. R ght? That becones a
conversation that we can't really be involved in
because it has nothing to do wth water, so.
MATHI EU: And the interesting part is that the
towns are doing a really good job, town planners
doing a very good job with their own town
muni ci pal C and D pl ans.

And so a lot of towns wll have the plan of
where they want to put future devel opnent al ong
maj or state roadways. And those are the types of
things that you know the council of governnents,
the town planners and the WJCC shoul d be tal king
about, and to coordinate the best that we can, to
have an understandi ng of exclusive service areas
for the waterside.

You know, where is the sewer? Wiere is the
public water? Wat's your plan? Wat are your
| ocal plans? Tines have definitely changed from
30 years ago when | ocal plans of devel opnent were
way out of date and, you know, needed to be

updated -- were 30 years old. | think tines are
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definitely different now.

So that's one thing that you know Eric and
talk a | ot about, because he is constantly on the
forefront of having to review and approve these
types of wells that are in the center of a parking
lot in a pit, and that's unfortunate.

THE CHAI RVAN.  Thank you, Lori.

Lori, you want to do private well updates,
anyt hi ng?

LORI MATHI EU. Well, the legislative session is the 9th

of February. Mre to cone. | don't have anything
to say.
But you know | hope that we can -- in March

at our March neeting, Jack, that we can provide
nore i nformation.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Under st ood.

And Martin, | know you' ve got a crazy
schedul e today, but would you like to tal k about
t he i nteragency drought workgroup.

MARTI N HEFT: Good afternoon, everybody. | apol ogize
for not being on video. As Lori just nentioned,
wth the session comng up next week I'mquite
I nundated at the nonent.

But on the interagency drought workgroup, we

do have a neeting this Thursday at two o' cl ock
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which w ||

recommendati ons and our fi nal

be goi ng over all

of the

format for this, and

obvi ously review ng any conditi on changes that

we' ve been doi ng.

THE CHAI RVAN:

Thank you.

So that's basically it.
And thank you for your

conti nued work on that.

Thank you very nuch.

Appreciate it.

Any questions?

(No response.)

THE CHAI RVAN:
Counci |, |

Before we get to the priorities of the
want to call on Deni se Savageau to give
us a little update in terns of World Wetl ands Day
and the 50th anniversary of the Inland Wetl ands
Commission. It's going to be tonorrow

W' re going to have at hi gh noon tonorrow.

Correct, Denise?

DENI SE SAVAGEAU.

Tonorrow. So we've had really good

response. As virginia reported, 106 people

registered. W're going to start -- Jack's going

to kick us off wwth a welcone and a brief little
intro to what the Water Pl anning Council and state
water plan is.

| will give a brief history of the I|Inland
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Wet | ands and Wat ercourses Act and set up for the
panel. And that will be the highlight, is the
panel that will have, you know, focus on a

di scussion on the Inland Wetl ands and WAt er cour ses
Act and relationship to the state water plan.

As you know, there's many -- when the state
wat er plan was devel oped it referenced many pl ans
and many prograns of the State, and the Inland
Wt | ands and Wat ercourses Act was one of them So
we're | ooking forward to that.

And | think just on a bigger scale we're
working wwth DEP, the wetlands unit as well as
CACIWC, which is the Connecticut Association of
Conservation and Inland Wetland Conm ssions as
wel |l as a host of other groups, the conservation
districts and Rivers Alliance, and sonme other
groups that are all |ooking at the 50th
anni versary of the Inland Wetlands and
WAt er cour ses Act this year.

And | think we've got a great workgroup put
together that -- so this wll be the kickoff and I
t hi nk, you know, stay tuned. You're going to see
a | ot of programm ng throughout the year on inland

wet | ands and wat er cour ses.

THE CHAI RMAN: Thank you, Denise. It's an exciting
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ki ckoff and I'mglad to be a part of it. Thank
you for the work you do. And any questions for

Deni se?

(No response.)

THE CHAIRVAN: | asked Denise to do sonething
yesterday, and it was done immedi ately. Thanks.
Thank you for the quick response from yesterday,
Deni se, very nuch.

DENI SE SAVAGEAU. You're wel cone.

THE CHAI RVAN: | appreciate it.

Ckay.

GRAHAM STEVENS: And | just want to reiterate ny -- |
just want to say, thank you, Denise, for putting
this together and also for nentioning the upcom ng
events and progranm ng. Looking forward to a big
year for water. Here we go.

THE CHAI RVAN: 2022, the year of water. Yeah, thunbs
up.

Ckay. |'mnot going to tal k again about the
waters czar. W tal ked about that already but we
did -- we have a spot on the agenda as we are
going to every neeting for -- oh, I"'msorry. |

m ssed sonet hing here. The water efficiency
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LORI

standards. W had a neeting a few weeks back wth
Brenda WAt son and individuals from Operation Fuel.
We tried to get this neeting going since
before Christmas and we finally got it going a few
weeks back. And it was very, very producti ve.
Lori was there and that was a very, very, very
productive neeting. And just |lots of enthusiasm
in terns of how we're going to continue to pronote

wat er efficiency and conservation, and how it fits

into the whole mssion, if you will, of Operation
Fuel .

And | thank Brenda. | just got sonething
today. |'mgoing to have another neeting com ng

up -- but leaving in March. W're trying to get a
dat e t oget her.

Lori, | don't know if you want to add to that
but | was very inpressed wth the tine we spent
t oget her for sure.
MATHI EU:  Yes. Jack, | agree. A very good group,
great discussion and | ook forward to the next
neeting. There's a lot of interest in this and |
think this is one of the ways forward for water

efficiency.

THE CHAI RMAN: Thank you. Any questions on that?
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(No response.)

THE CHAI RMAN. Ckay. So last nonth we discussed the
water planning priorities and | don't -- Alecia,
were you going to go back and | ook at their
priorities as well?

ALI CEA CHARAMUT: For the advisory group?

THE CHAI RVAN:  Yeabh.

ALl CEA CHARAMUJT: Yeah, we have started that process.

THE CHAI RVAN:  (Okay. That's what | thought. So I
don't know if you want to proceed, how you want to
proceed on this, G ahamand Lori, Martin?

The last tinme we actually went down the I|ist,
ki nd of | ooked at where we were at, it kind of
just ties into what Dave Radka had asked for in
terns of what we ought to be |looking at | think
for the next assignnent, for the inplenentation

group once the water position is dealt wth.

LORI MATHI EU:.  Yeah, one thing -- | know on the water
position, I know |I've shared nmy thoughts with you
all, wwth the three of you. It's to sort of

clarify a few points here and there.
But you know, I'll wait for the group to give
us, as Virginia nentioned at the beginning of the

neeting, you know, get us their information and go
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fromthere. But you know, for future topics, you
know I |ike where we're going wth water
efficiency very much. There's probably al ways
nore that we could do.

One thing that we were chatting about -- and
| know with Martin, you have been talking
Internally about a ot of things wth drought and
maki ng sure that we have oursel ves, you know, we
were | ooking at our to-do's within DPH, and Steve
Har key and | were tal king about this.

And there's a lot for us to do on that |ist.
And it's so funny, Jack, because you'll know this.
Right? I1t's Dave LeVasseur who we were chatting
about yesterday, by the way. R ght? So Dave
LeVasseur had the effort to produce an ordi nance
for towns to adopt when there is a tine of a
dr ought .

You know we have the operational rules, but
then | think along with the operational rules, you
know it's inportant to have a town have authority
or feel that they have authority, a place to go to
tell people that, you know, okay. |It's the first
stage of a drought. You, you with private wells
and you with public water, you know, in our town,

It mght be split up between sone service hy
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Aquarion, sone service by a nunber of snmaller
public water systens and sone, a whol e host of
private wells. And we're in a drought.

And you know, the State saying if this is at
a certain level -- and then how does a town
I npl enent at the town level? And | think we've
al ways sort of run into that. And that's one of
our to-dos.

And | wanted to bring this forward here
because | still think it's really inportant, but I
think we're going to need sone help. | think it's
on our list, Martin, for us to do sonething
definitely about and for us -- nmaybe DPH to take
the | ead.

But |'mjust thinking that, you know, |
wanted to put on the table here, because we're
goi ng to need assistance to think about that
because it's now -- | think that nodel ordinance
that we have is good, but it hasn't been adopted
by many towns, if not maybe one or two.

| know that the town of -- | know when Len

DeJong was here, he was working --

THE CHAIRVAN: | think Sout hbury. Wasn't it, Lori?

MATHI EU:  Sout hbury or Wsodbury. | can't renenber
whi ch one of the "Burys -- right? Ws working to
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adopt it, and | don't knowif it ever made it.

But we know that Sinsbury recently adopted an

ordi nance. W know t hat Hebron was | ooki ng at

one. W know that the Gty of Norwal k has a very

good ordi nance and often invokes it during

dr ought s.

But | think we need a group. | know that

It's a focus area that 1'd love to bring forward.

THE CHAIRVMAN:  Is this sonething we should task the

I npl ementati on group with, perhaps?

LORI MATHIEU. I'mthinking. |'mthinking, yeah.

THE CHAI RVAN: Ckay. | nean, |'mnot saying we do it
today, but this is the -- | think -- | can tel
Virginia can't wait. | can just tell by | ooking

at her. She can't wait to do sonething like this.

VIRANIA de LIMA This is sonething that we probably a
year or nore ago we proposed | ooking at, because
the existing ordinance was originally based, |
bel i eve, on G eenw ch's.

But as Deni se has nentioned many, many tines,
each town has a very different conbination and
different flavor of their water resources. And
one of the things that we considered was to
per haps put together a nenu that if you had

groundwat er sources, this mght apply.
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| f they were donestic groundwater sources,
this mght apply. |[If you had another type -- and
that towns could then take, you know, one
par agraph from colum A and two paragraphs from
colum B, and cobbl e together sonething that was
unique to their town, but be given enough
information to make that process fairly
straightforward rather than overwhel m ng.

Where do we start?

THE CHAIRVMAN:  Alecia just remnded nme that this was --

maybe you saw. | think she was chatting with
everybody that this was a recommendation fromthe
PCAG dr ought subgroups.

Deni se, you want to weigh in since you work

down in G eenwi ch?

DENI SE SAVAGEAU: Yeah, and we dealt with this in

Greenwi ch and | ended up being the |ead for water
supply. W actually had a water supply teamt hat
I ncl uded our departnent of public health as well
as our fire departnment and the first sel ectnan's.
And so we determ ned which departnent should
take the | ead, but nore departnents are involved
just like here. W kind of had our own little
m ni water planning council.

But there are sone chall enges. But we have

33




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

t he ordi nance, but because we knew we had
groundwat er issues, you know, Aguarion serves a
certain percentage of the town, but there's a

| arge portion of the town that had their own
wel | s.

So we needed an ordi nance that covered
everything, and that's, you know, how we did it.
And when we tal k about this at the drought
group -- | think that Virginia explained it
perfectly. W're |looking at that there's not one
ordinance fits all. The ordinance that was
drafted is good | anguage and works if you're on a
public water supply system but not if you have
mul ti ple water supplies, whatever.

And it also doesn't -- the Town needs to
adopt it, but | think there's also a piece.
There's like, it really needs to define the role
of the water utility with the Town, whatever. And
we need to | ook at that, because you know if you
have a water utility that steps up to the plate
and does what Aquarian did in Geenwch in this
| ast drought that, you know -- the |ast couple of
droughts, | should say when | was there, they just
stepped up and did a unbelievabl e job.

But until that drought all the water
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utilities were saying, we don't have jurisdiction.
And it was the Town that was taking jurisdiction
for enforcenent of the drought -- so prior, prior
to that drought in 2016 or 2017, whatever it was.

So we need to put that into perspective and
then the town still does have sone authority if
the water utility -- and understanding that they
don't all have the capabilities that Aquarian has,
if it becones the town that's the enforcenent
agency for that and how you deal with that. So
there's a lot to take into consideration.

| actually have a permtting process for
people howto irrigate their [ awns, you know,

during the drought.

THE CHAI RMAN: So Margaret just chatted that Sout hbury

LORI

di d not adopt --
MATHHEU: Did not. Didnot doit. Right?

THE CHAIRVAN:  -- it was tal ked about. So | nean,

we've got a lot of work with this. This is a big,
big topic and we m ght need sone | egislative
relief or direction, or enabling legislation -- or
sonething, but I'mjust throw ng that out.

So hol d on.

VIRGA NIA de LIMA: The other big challenge is that

water is, as we all know doesn't foll ow town
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boundari es. And because the Ponperaug is in four
different towns, even if the Town of Sout hbury was
supporting it, sone of their neighboring towns --
and | believe it was Oxford that did not support
It and did not want to be bound by sonethi ng that
was not fromtheir town itself.

So you've heard ne say before, | think the
| egi sl ature needs to redraw the town boundaries
around the watershed boundaries and that woul d
solve all our problens.

THE CHAI RMAN: That -- Alecia likes that. Ckay.

LORI MATHI EU. So Jack, | brought that up because |
think it is one of the nost inportant itens that
tasked for DPH to start working on in Martin's,
you know, Martin's big work plan to address for
t he drought plan, so.

THE CHAI RVAN:  You cane up with two big topics. W'l
| ook at the priorities, the water efficiency, the
droughts and the ordi nances to deal wth droughts.
| nean, that's a lot of work right in there.

LORI MATHI EU:. It is.

THE CHAI RMAN. So when we get to next nonth we'll be
maki ng sone assignnents to the inplenentation
wor kgroup. Do you want to weigh in, Martin?

MARTI N HEFT: Thank you. Yeah, that's what happens
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when | have the screen off and then pop it on.
You know that | wanted to say sonething.

THE CHAI RVAN.  Yes.

MARTI N HEFT: Thanks. Another thing | just want to
mention that we should also | ook at as, not only
| ooking at all the recomrendati ons, you know, and
seeing where we're at with themw thin the current
pl an.

And it was nentioned before, but just to nake
sure it's still on the list is Executive O der
21-3, you know, regarding the clinmte change and
everything to see what things may pertain to our
water plan that we either have to change or adapt
accordi ngly.

So we should definitely keep that in mnd as
we're reviewng all this, that we need to review
t hat docunent as well.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Yes, | know Lori is always -- Lori is on

sone of those groups, sone of those subconmttees.

LORI MATHIEU. | would agree, Martin. There's a |ot
t her e.
THE CHAI RVAN: | think we have a | ot. Bet ween t hose

four | think we've got quite a bit there. So
anything el se? Gaham do you have anyt hi ng?

GRAHAM STEVENS: Nothing right this second, Jack.
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THE CHAI RMAN: And again, we'll keep on doing this
every nont h.

Any ot her new busi ness?

(No response.)

THE CHAIRVAN:  |'m going to open up the public comment.
Any public coment? Anybody el se have
anything else to say -- besides tonorrow I hope
everybody tunes in for the 50th anniversary of the
passage of the inland wetl and | egi sl ati on.
| guess it was said by Denise, that there's
over a hundred people signed up. So it should be

very good.

(No response.)

THE CHAIRVAN:  If not, our next neeting is March 1st.
Ckay. Motion to adjourn?

GRAHAM STEVENS: Jack, before we adjourn just one thing
on the priorities? You know, | think that the
first time that we tal ked through the priorities,
you know, | think we got about hal fway through the
list.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Yes.
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GRAHAM STEVENS: And | think that was that was hel pful.
Maybe, you know, for the next neeting we could try
to finish out for the discussion just going
sequential ly.

And DEEP, at DEEP we've put together, |ike
you know, our opinions on what we think is both a
|l ong-termpriority and a short-termpriority for
t he agency, and kind of also highlighted areas
where we think there mght be priorities that are
generally priorities of the Water Pl anning
Counci |, although we only represent a fraction of
t hat council.

So maybe after we get through the list, I'd
be happy to share, you know. And | think, you
know, we are thinking at DEEP, just to, you know,
put that out in the conversation ether. And then
obviously it would be interesting to hear what
ot her agencies think about our priorities as well.

| don't know if that nakes sense.

THE CHAI RVAN:  No, it does nmake sense. And | have the
list in front of nme. And right. W get it down,
part of it. So | want to clean up this |ist and
t hen before the next neeting we'll reach out to
our respective nenbers' agencies to | ook at what

we would |ike to discuss and reprioritize at the
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next neeting, if that's acceptable to everyone.

DAVI D KUZM NSKI :  Hey Jack, this is Dave. Hey, | just

want to thank you guys for com ng out and doi ng

t he podcast yesterday about the Water Pl anni ng

Counci | .

So that was really -- we're going to get that
up and get that post processed -- and since we
recorded one al nost two years ago, so we'll see if

we can get back on track. So thank you so nuch.

THE CHAI RVAN. Thank you. W appreciate that. And

LORI

that ties into our education outreach very nuch,
so we'll get another one. So thank you.

MATHI EU:  And Jack, do we want to nention that to
Dave's point that -- | don't knowif we've
actually put this out there before, but the idea
to do this on a consistent basis maybe every other
nonth or so.

W were trying to get this on track right
before COVID. W had one right before COVID, so
It was two years ago, and we just recorded one
yesterday. But we wanted, you know, to do this on
sone sort of consistent cadence to share the word,

t he good word of the state water plan.

THE CHAIRVMAN:  And it goes without saying that Martin

and Graham are both welconme. Martin certainly can
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get -- | want to tal k about drought. Once the
whol e revision of the drought standards is set
forth they could do a whol e podcast on drought.

And G aham al ways has lots to say fromthe
DEEP perspective, so |lots going on.

And | forgot -- | think everybody knows. And
| should have said this. Betsey Wngfield has
retired and | ast week was her |ast week w th DEEP
after 34 years, five days and five weeks and
five -- she had it right down to the science.

But we thank Betsey on behalf of the Council
for her passion for water and the work that she's
done. And for the work that she's done -- and |
want to at sonme point recognize her on behalf of

t he Water Pl anni ng Council.

So we, as you know, | believe pre-pandem c we
had our first -- | think Margaret M ner was our
first Water Chanpion. | believe that's what we

call the award, the Water Chanpi on Award.
Al ecia, is that what we did?
ALI CEA CHARAMUT: | can find the docunents, but |
believe that's what it was call ed.
THE CHAI RMAN:  You know what? It would be very hel pful
If you could find the docunents and e-mail themto

nme. So | was thinking of doing sonmething simlar
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for Betsey. So | think it would be very

appropri ate.

ALl CEA CHARAMUT: | will dig that up and send it on.

THE CHAlI RVAN:

Thank you. So we w sh Betsey well.

And with that on a positive note, anything

el se to cone before us today?

THE CHAI RVAN:
LORI MATHI EU:
MARTI N HEFT:
THE CHAlI RVAN:
THE COUNCI L:
THE CHAI RVAN:

(No response.)

Now |I'Il entertain a notion to adjourn.
So noved.

Second.

Al those in favor.

Aye.

But be safe, everyone.

(End: 2:24 p.m)
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 01  THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  We'll call the Water Planning

 02       Council meeting for February 1st to order.

 03       Welcome.  Happy lunar new year to everyone.

 04            I hope everybody is here -- and the first

 05       order of business will be to accept the January

 06       4th transcript.  Do I have a motion?

 07  LORI MATHIEU:  So moved.

 08  GRAHAM STEVENS:  Seconded.

 09  THE CHAIRMAN:  Any questions on the motion?

 10  

 11                         (No response.)

 12  

 13  THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, all those in favor signify by

 14       saying, aye.

 15  THE COUNCIL:  Aye.

 16  THE CHAIRMAN:  The motion is approved.

 17            Correspondence received, I have nothing in

 18       front of me.

 19            Let's go right to the -- I do have some

 20       announcements, but I can make that later on -- go

 21       right to the implementation workgroup.

 22            Virginia?

 23  VIRGINIA de LIMA:  Okay.  Good afternoon, everybody.  I

 24       want to first comment on the topical subgroup

 25       that's looking at outreach and education.
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 01            As you know, they are planning a panel

 02       discussion for tomorrow and I am very excited to

 03       let you know that they have 106 registrants for

 04       that session.  And so we're -- well, it's at noon

 05       tomorrow.  We'll all be looking forward to it.

 06            In terms of the topical group working on the

 07       reporting and tracking, their past meeting they

 08       heard a very informative presentation by people

 09       from the Long Island Sound Study, which is an EPA

 10       program.

 11            And the Long Island Sound Study has a very

 12       complete monitoring system where they are tracking

 13       all the implementation that they're doing on the

 14       Long Island Sound management plan.

 15            One of the challenges that we will have is

 16       that they're tracking much more concrete and data

 17       driven items than are we.  For instance, how many

 18       acres -- how many fewer acres of hypoxia are there

 19       in Long Island Sound?  So it's much harder data

 20       than some of the more philosophical things that we

 21       would be tracking for the state water plan.

 22            But they were -- it was an impressive

 23       presentation and they said that they would be

 24       available for any questions.  They also had a

 25       period of time where they were doing more informal
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 01       tracking before their tracking system was up and

 02       running.  So I think we can learn a lot from them,

 03       and the communications will be continuing.

 04            The other the workgroup that we have -- as I

 05       think you all are aware, is looking at coming up

 06       with roles and responsibilities for a water

 07       planning chief.  As I've mentioned before, we've

 08       been pulling from a lot of different documents,

 09       some of them were ideas that were in the state

 10       water plan itself, other position descriptions and

 11       the expertise of people in the group.

 12            And we have pulled together an initial draft

 13       that lists the roles and responsibilities and the

 14       skills that might be appropriate for such a

 15       position.  That was shared with the topical group

 16       this morning and at our meeting on Friday --

 17       hopefully we'll get buy-in from the group as to

 18       that.  And then we will send it to the full

 19       implementation workgroup as well as the advisory

 20       group for their input.

 21            And we are still aiming to have that document

 22       to you later on this month, I know in the last

 23       Water Planning Council meeting you were saying

 24       that you would like to have a very aggressive

 25       schedule, and hopefully be able to bring somebody
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 01       on the beginning of the fiscal year in July.

 02       That's still what we're working towards, getting

 03       you something as soon as possible so that you can

 04       do that.

 05            The last thing that we are discussing is the

 06       membership on the implementation workgroup.  The

 07       terms go from spring to spring.  I'm purposely

 08       being a little bit vague about exactly when in the

 09       spring, because it has not been precise.

 10            But there are several positions that are

 11       either vacant -- well, that are vacant that we

 12       don't think people will be re-upping for.  So at

 13       our meeting next week we'll be asking people if

 14       they are willing and able to stay on in their

 15       current position.

 16            And if not, we'll be looking for replacements

 17       for those positions and hopefully get a slate to

 18       you for at least no later than your April meeting.

 19            Dave, is there anything that you want to add?

 20  DAVID KUZMINSKI:  The only thing I would add is that

 21       with us, you know, sort of fast track this water

 22       planning chief sub topical workgroup.

 23            And as Virginia said, by the end of this

 24       month we should be done.  That should be all

 25       wrapped up and presented to you.  And then
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 01       obviously if you have additional work on it you

 02       would like us to do, we will of course take that

 03       up.

 04            But we'll be wrapping that up, as I say.  And

 05       so we will have the opportunity, if you so wish,

 06       to take on another topic.  So when you're down,

 07       you're talking about your priorities and

 08       re-prioritization or things you would like us to

 09       take up, we'd love for you to identify one or more

 10       things that we can start to develop proposals for

 11       workgroup formation for with your approval at,

 12       hopefully the next meeting after that.

 13  THE CHAIRMAN:  That's excellent, Dave and Virginia.  I

 14       mean, I know a lot of work has going into this

 15       water czar coordinator position and I think it's

 16       really a key to moving this, moving this plan

 17       forward.

 18            So I thank everybody for the work that

 19       they've done on this.

 20  VIRGINIA de LIMA:  I do want to say that we've had a

 21       fabulous workgroup, very dedicated people with a

 22       lot of creative ideas.  And it's been great fun

 23       having Maureen Westbrook participate in this

 24       group.

 25  THE CHAIRMAN:  Maybe she'll be a candidate for it.
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 01            Now what about the tracking group, Virginia?

 02  VIRGINIA de LIMA:  As I said, they had a presentation

 03       from the Long Island Sound study in their past

 04       meeting, which was last week.  And so they are

 05       working on both gleaning ideas from other tracking

 06       systems as well as moving through the questions

 07       and the brainstorming ideas that we did back last

 08       fall.

 09  THE CHAIRMAN:  Which is also a very good group.

 10  DAVID KUZMINSKI:  Virginia, I see Corinne.  Corinne is

 11       here, I think.

 12  VIRGINIA de LIMA:  I was just going to ask if she was

 13       here, and if she wanted to add to that.

 14  DAVID KUZMINSKI:  The main thing she might have is by

 15       way of update for when they think they may be in a

 16       position to prepare a report and recommendation.

 17       There she is.

 18  CORINNE FITTING:  Hi.

 19  THE CHAIRMAN:  Hi, Corinne.

 20  CORINNE FITTING:  We are plugging along.  I'm not

 21       really sure -- in the next few we don't anticipate

 22       going for a long, long term, but I think we're

 23       struggling a little bit with how to frame this,

 24       and I think it will be a few more months before

 25       we're ready to come back with some
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 01       recommendations.

 02            You know, the presentation by the Long Island

 03       Sound study folks this last week was excellent.

 04       It gives us something to sort of shoot for.  But I

 05       think that level of sophistication is a little

 06       ways off for us.  So we're trying to figure out

 07       how we move things forward in the interim until we

 08       can sort of set up for a good tracking system.  So

 09       it will be a few months, yeah.

 10  THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, and the group for all the

 11       work you're doing.  And it's a very, very

 12       important component of the state water plan for

 13       sure.

 14            Any questions for Corinne or Virginia or

 15       Dave, from the Council.

 16  

 17                         (No response.)

 18  

 19  THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, thank you very much.  We'll move

 20       onto the Water Planning Council advisory group

 21       report.

 22            Alecia, is the heat off in your office?

 23  ALICEA CHARAMUT:  It is.  There's a frozen pipe.

 24       They're working on it.  I'm so glad I wore my

 25       parka into the office today.
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 01  THE CHAIRMAN:  You look very cold -- well, you look

 02       warm.

 03  ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Well, my landlord brought up some

 04       space heaters.  So at least my fingers and nose

 05       aren't frozen anymore.

 06  THE CHAIRMAN:  Sorry about that.

 07  ALICEA CHARAMUT:  No.  No, it's quite all right.  I

 08       just wanted to say that, you know, if Maureen

 09       Westbrook became our water czar we would probably

 10       have all our problems solved in about two years.

 11            And I don't think if we went back to

 12       in-person meetings you can find a transcriber that

 13       was willing to work with her at the Water Planning

 14       Council meetings, because she talks so fast.

 15  THE CHAIRMAN:  You should see her in the hearing room.

 16  ALICEA CHARAMUT:  I've witnessed it.  It's impressive,

 17       very impressive.

 18  THE CHAIRMAN:  She's great, though.

 19  ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Yeah, she's fantastic.  She has

 20       really made those, the water chief meetings a lot

 21       of fun for sure.

 22            So other than the updates that, you know,

 23       we'll be getting here at the Water Planning

 24       Council we are reinitiating work and reaching out

 25       to folks on the source water protection white
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 01       paper.  And we have also -- the group that's

 02       meeting on our work on the steps for solar

 03       development has met.  And what we're doing

 04       currently is working on a letter to DEP with the

 05       recommendations that the advisory group and the

 06       Water Planning Council had given their blessing to

 07       just in anticipation of the steps process starting

 08       up again.

 09            So in hopes that, you know, it's something

 10       that can be considered as the process moves

 11       forward specifically in the recommendations that

 12       were put forward to protect drinking water sources

 13       from inappropriate solar, solar development.

 14            So we will run that by you guys after we run

 15       it by the advisory group.  It's in draft right

 16       now, but just trying to be proactive at this point

 17       in putting those very specific recommendations

 18       forward.

 19            Is there anything I'm forgetting Dan?

 20  DAN LAWRENCE:  Well, we continue to try to move.  I

 21       think there's been enough time between -- and we

 22       talked about this, the state water plan when it

 23       was written to now.  And that was, we had our

 24       conversation in our last meeting and how, do we

 25       all remember what's in it?  And what the
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 01       priorities were.

 02            And the executive summary is like the

 03       greatest document ever written for that.  It's got

 04       a good 17 pages and very well defined.  So we

 05       distributed that back out to the group just to

 06       remind everybody why we're here.

 07            So I thought that would be good just to kind

 08       of think about priorities again, what's been

 09       accomplished as well.  But just getting --

 10       reminding people what's in the state water plan.

 11       It's important.

 12            We also talked a little bit about, there's a

 13       lot of things going on in the WUCC as well and

 14       having some of those particular presentations

 15       related to the CPCN, and developers and how that's

 16       going to work -- brought over and we presented

 17       that to the Water Planning Council advisory group,

 18       so the groups can work together as well as where

 19       we are with interconnections and things like that.

 20            So the groups can be more collaborative in

 21       nature and feel like no one's hiding anything for

 22       sure -- because no one is.

 23            But so I think it's going well.  I think it's

 24       trying to, you know, as we always say, get some

 25       driving and going on, instead of just sitting
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 01       around.  So you know, move that forward, so.

 02  THE CHAIRMAN:  Excellent.  Questions?  I think it's a

 03       great idea.  I mean, it's what?  2014, 2015 and

 04       new -- it's going on eight years.  So it's good to

 05       keep the impression on everybody's mind, so -- and

 06       you're right about the executive summary.  It's

 07       excellent.

 08            Margaret Miner, did you have a question?

 09  MARGARET MINER:  No, I don't.  Thank you.

 10  THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay, I saw you -- I saw you light up.

 11       So sometimes when that happens you think a person

 12       has a question.

 13  MARGARET MINER:  No, Alecia presented on the steps very

 14       well.

 15  THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.

 16            Okay.  Watershed lands group update, Karen

 17       Burnaska.

 18  KAREN BURNASKA:  Just to let you know, basically there

 19       we have many members of the watershed lands

 20       workgroup who are participating in the source

 21       water protection white paper and also in the

 22       review of the Step, the solar siting on water

 23       company land and water class one and class

 24       two-like land.  So that's basically where our

 25       efforts are now.
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 01            And the group, the watershed lands workgroup

 02       is really not scheduled to meet until March 11th.

 03       It's a Friday at 9 a.m. via zoom.  So right now

 04       most of our energies are involved with the solar

 05       siting update on the Step program.  So that's

 06       where we are.

 07            And I'll ask Margaret if she's got anything

 08       else to add, because I give her the last word.

 09  MARGARET MINER:  No, that is where we are.

 10  THE CHAIRMAN:  And Karen, maybe you want to tell people

 11       what we're doing in terms of the land trust

 12       reports.  I know we were going to have --

 13       unfortunately you can't be with us.  We're having

 14       a follow-up meeting tomorrow.

 15  KAREN BURNASKA:  Yeah.  What has come out of the MOA

 16       between the Connecticut Water Company and Save the

 17       Sound is a great, great program to help protect

 18       watershed -- water company land that they don't

 19       need anymore, class three land and protect it.

 20            And what we're dealing with now working with

 21       PURA and hoping to get up-to-date information from

 22       land trusts who, according to statutes, need to be

 23       advised of the sale of water company land.  So

 24       we're working on a process and there is

 25       unfortunately a call tomorrow morning at nine that
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 01       I won't be able to be on, but we can update you at

 02       the next meeting.

 03            But we're working with them to make certain

 04       that PURA and the water companies have up-to-date

 05       information on who the contact people are on the

 06       various land trusts across the state and

 07       (unintelligible).

 08  THE CHAIRMAN:  And don't feel bad.  Sometimes we say,

 09       like -- Cat is going to be there tomorrow which is

 10       fine, but it was set up -- it's less than 24-hour

 11       notice we gave you, so please.

 12            But sometimes I have to work with our staff

 13       to do something.  I just want to keep it moving

 14       because we're very close to getting a procedure in

 15       place here.

 16  KAREN BURNASKA:  And we appreciate that.  And as I

 17       said, we're at the very end -- is that we are

 18       working also with the Connecticut Land

 19       Conservation Council, the Executive Director Amy

 20       Paterson to make certain that land trusts are

 21       aware of the process and the correct information

 22       is in the hands of both PURA and the water

 23       companies.

 24            And thank you for putting together the

 25       meeting right away.
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 01  THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.

 02  LORI MATHIEU:  Jack, could I ask a question?  Is that

 03       possible?

 04  THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.

 05  LORI MATHIEU:  So Karen, the land trusts definition and

 06       the requirement to notify on the sale of class

 07       three land, is there a statute that's referenced?

 08  KAREN BURNASKA:  Yeah.

 09  LORI MATHIEU:  Do you know what the statute is?

 10  KAREN BURNASKA:  Not off the top of my head, but I can

 11       get it to you.

 12  LORI MATHIEU:  If you can get it for me offline.  I

 13       just -- I'm thinking about that, you know, because

 14       there's language in one of our statutes that's

 15       similar.  And I think it's also referenced in a 16

 16       title as well.

 17            So I'm just curious.

 18  RICHARD HANRATTY:  This is Rich from Connecticut Water.

 19       I have an email I got yesterday with that

 20       statutory cite.  I'll find it and I'll send it.

 21  LORI MATHIEU:  Thank you.  Okay.  Thank you.

 22  KAREN BURNASKA:  Lori, what I can find really quickly

 23       is 16-50C(b).

 24  THE CHAIRMAN:  That actually has the dates.  It's

 25       actually that -- it was an education for me.  It's

�0017

 01       February 1st, but in terms of the dates it's

 02       supposed to -- I believe February 1st.  Wasn't it,

 03       Karen?

 04  KAREN BURNASKA:  Yeah.

 05  THE CHAIRMAN:  So --

 06  KAREN BURNASKA:  It was annually that they were

 07       supposed to --

 08  THE CHAIRMAN:  Annually.

 09  KAREN BURNASKA:  The information was supposed to be

 10       received and PURA was going to update the list.

 11       And for whatever the reason is, is they had -- the

 12       list of contact people of the land trust have not

 13       been updated.

 14            And we're just trying to figure out, you know

 15       how.  How best they can do it, because of the, you

 16       know, some of the land trust, it was kind of

 17       difficult to kind of hone out who exactly was the

 18       contact person of the land trust to be contacted

 19       with the Connecticut -- when the Connecticut Water

 20       Company put their land up for sale.

 21            But I believe that's the correct -- it's

 22       notify the water company sales as per Section

 23       16-50C(b).

 24  THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.

 25            Any questions?  More questions?
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 01                         (No response.)

 02  

 03  THE CHAIRMAN:  And we'll move on to other business.

 04       WUCC update, Lori?

 05  LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.  Is Eric McPhee on?  He might not

 06       be, because I gave him a few assignments for this

 07       afternoon.  So I know there's an upcoming meeting

 08       and we can get that information.

 09            Dan, you may have more information than I do

 10       on the WUCC upcoming meeting, Dan Lawrence.

 11            I don't know if Dan is still there -- but I

 12       can get information on when the next meeting is.

 13       I know that Rich Iozzo, who works at DPH, sends an

 14       invite out to everybody with the agenda.

 15            We have been working on agenda items, as Dan

 16       had mentioned.  Interconnections has been a big

 17       item for everyone to be knowledgeable about as

 18       well as the interplay with the sale of excess

 19       water permitting process we've been -- the WUCC

 20       has been working on.  And they're looking for

 21       items for implementation for other items.

 22            One thing that has been coming up within our

 23       agency is having a clear vision of future

 24       potential sources of supply in the land that is

 25       associated with those.  So that is one thing that
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 01       you'll probably here on a WUCC agenda coming up,

 02       because one of the items that we want to make sure

 03       that we have is a clean list statewide, and it

 04       should be within the WUCC plans.

 05            But we want to make sure that we have, you

 06       know, to Dan's point about plans get old fast;

 07       that we want to have a clean up-to-date list of

 08       future potential sources and emergency sources

 09       statewide and regionally so that that is shareable

 10       and that everybody is knowledgeable about those as

 11       well as the property that is owned that is

 12       associated with those sources.

 13            So you'll probably hear more about that.  It

 14       does -- you know to Dan's point, it does

 15       crisscross into some of the things we just heard

 16       Karen talk about as well as Margaret and the

 17       concern of source water protection and the white

 18       paper as well as future potential development for

 19       whatever project it happens to be.

 20            You know protection of those watersheds,

 21       identification of those watersheds is an important

 22       aspect of the WUCC planning process.  So attend

 23       the WUCC meetings if you can.

 24            Dan -- I see Dan has his camera on.  Maybe he

 25       has the agenda and knows when the date is.
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 01  DAN LAWRENCE:  What do you -- about the next WUCC

 02       meeting?

 03  LORI MATHIEU:  Next WUCC meeting?

 04  DAN LAWRENCE:  It is the 16th, I believe.

 05  LORI MATHIEU:  Of February?

 06  DAN LAWRENCE:  Yeah, that's our next implementation

 07       group meeting.

 08  LORI MATHIEU:  Very good.

 09  DAN LAWRENCE:  Yeah.  Eric and Rich and I have been

 10       bantering a bit because we're kind of winding down

 11       with some things -- and that need final review.

 12       You have to go out to the three plugs, and then

 13       being circulated.

 14            Like where interconnections are, Corinne has

 15       been helping and Doug as well from DEEP.  And then

 16       we've been working on that, as you know, the CPCN

 17       developer, DPH, DEP.  Like, how much can you add

 18       in there?  That story board.

 19            So we're going -- those are kind of, I won't

 20       say, to be done, but close enough where I think

 21       we'll start another group.  So if that's, you

 22       know, I only want to do really -- that will be two

 23       and a half, if you will.  I don't think the group

 24       can handle much more than that.  So we're trying

 25       to do it sort of in a strategic point where we
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 01       picked the most important thing.

 02            The one that was coming up, Lori, was the one

 03       about developer non-community systems and

 04       community systems being built, you know, 600 feet

 05       from an existing water -- how do we get that

 06       resolved, too, I think?  So --

 07  LORI MATHIEU:  Yeah, or 202 feet away.

 08  DAN LAWRENCE:  Yeah exactly.  All very close.  All very

 09       close and doable.  How do you make that work?  So

 10       that was going to be my next priority, but if

 11       there's something in front of that I'm obviously

 12       very open for that thought as well.

 13  LORI MATHIEU:  You know one of the things I think we've

 14       talked a little bit of during these meetings is

 15       what happens when there is sewer and not water in

 16       an area, or vice versa.  Right?

 17            And so you know the pressure that towns feel

 18       to move a sewer line out ahead of public water,

 19       and the pressure that comes to different town

 20       offices, local health departments to approve a

 21       well for a new business becomes a new

 22       non-community system, a regulated system.

 23            And literally the only place to put that well

 24       is in the center of their parking lot.  And if

 25       anyone knows Brookfield like you know Brookfield,
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 01       Dan --

 02  DAN LAWRENCE:  I do.

 03  LORI MATHIEU:  In some towns we're building new

 04       Brookfields.  We're allowing that to happen again.

 05  DAN LAWRENCE:  Yeah.

 06  LORI MATHIEU:  And we've got a plan together.  You know

 07       Graham and I talk a lot about this, about water

 08       and sewer at the same time.  I know it's not

 09       coordinated perfectly, but that's something like

 10       real big picture we need to be looking at where

 11       this is happening.

 12            And where towns, I mean, you know, there

 13       they're taking advantage of the waters there, but

 14       the sewer is not -- the sewer is there, but the

 15       water is not.  And developers want to move forward

 16       with projects, you know, blame them.

 17            It's one thing that we need to think more

 18       about.

 19  DAN LAWRENCE:  Yeah.  Lori, one of the comments that we

 20       usually get, like it's about economic development

 21       from the first selectman or the mayor, you know,

 22       and it becomes a very difficult conversation as

 23       you're aware.

 24  LORI MATHIEU:  It is.  It is.

 25  THE CHAIRMAN:  Nobody wants to pay for.  Nobody wants
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 01       to pay for it.

 02  DAN LAWRENCE:  Yeah.  But you know, it's hard for us to

 03       say, oh, no, or something because they can't

 04       afford it.  This, this is such an important part

 05       of our community.  Right?  That becomes a

 06       conversation that we can't really be involved in

 07       because it has nothing to do with water, so.

 08  LORI MATHIEU:  And the interesting part is that the

 09       towns are doing a really good job, town planners

 10       doing a very good job with their own town

 11       municipal C and D plans.

 12            And so a lot of towns will have the plan of

 13       where they want to put future development along

 14       major state roadways.  And those are the types of

 15       things that you know the council of governments,

 16       the town planners and the WUCC should be talking

 17       about, and to coordinate the best that we can, to

 18       have an understanding of exclusive service areas

 19       for the waterside.

 20            You know, where is the sewer?  Where is the

 21       public water?  What's your plan?  What are your

 22       local plans?  Times have definitely changed from

 23       30 years ago when local plans of development were

 24       way out of date and, you know, needed to be

 25       updated -- were 30 years old.  I think times are
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 01       definitely different now.

 02            So that's one thing that you know Eric and I

 03       talk a lot about, because he is constantly on the

 04       forefront of having to review and approve these

 05       types of wells that are in the center of a parking

 06       lot in a pit, and that's unfortunate.

 07  THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, Lori.

 08            Lori, you want to do private well updates,

 09       anything?

 10  LORI MATHIEU:  Well, the legislative session is the 9th

 11       of February.  More to come.  I don't have anything

 12       to say.

 13            But you know I hope that we can -- in March

 14       at our March meeting, Jack, that we can provide

 15       more information.

 16  THE CHAIRMAN:  Understood.

 17            And Martin, I know you've got a crazy

 18       schedule today, but would you like to talk about

 19       the interagency drought workgroup.

 20  MARTIN HEFT:  Good afternoon, everybody.  I apologize

 21       for not being on video.  As Lori just mentioned,

 22       with the session coming up next week I'm quite

 23       inundated at the moment.

 24            But on the interagency drought workgroup, we

 25       do have a meeting this Thursday at two o'clock
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 01       which will be going over all of the

 02       recommendations and our final format for this, and

 03       obviously reviewing any condition changes that

 04       we've been doing.  So that's basically it.

 05  THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.  And thank you for your

 06       continued work on that.  Thank you very much.

 07       Appreciate it.

 08            Any questions?

 09  

 10                         (No response.)

 11  

 12  THE CHAIRMAN:  Before we get to the priorities of the

 13       Council, I want to call on Denise Savageau to give

 14       us a little update in terms of World Wetlands Day

 15       and the 50th anniversary of the Inland Wetlands

 16       Commission.  It's going to be tomorrow.

 17            We're going to have at high noon tomorrow.

 18       Correct, Denise?

 19  DENISE SAVAGEAU:  Tomorrow.  So we've had really good

 20       response.  As virginia reported, 106 people

 21       registered.  We're going to start -- Jack's going

 22       to kick us off with a welcome and a brief little

 23       intro to what the Water Planning Council and state

 24       water plan is.

 25            I will give a brief history of the Inland
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 01       Wetlands and Watercourses Act and set up for the

 02       panel.  And that will be the highlight, is the

 03       panel that will have, you know, focus on a

 04       discussion on the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses

 05       Act and relationship to the state water plan.

 06            As you know, there's many -- when the state

 07       water plan was developed it referenced many plans

 08       and many programs of the State, and the Inland

 09       Wetlands and Watercourses Act was one of them.  So

 10       we're looking forward to that.

 11            And I think just on a bigger scale we're

 12       working with DEP, the wetlands unit as well as

 13       CACIWC, which is the Connecticut Association of

 14       Conservation and Inland Wetland Commissions as

 15       well as a host of other groups, the conservation

 16       districts and Rivers Alliance, and some other

 17       groups that are all looking at the 50th

 18       anniversary of the Inland Wetlands and

 19       Watercourses Act this year.

 20            And I think we've got a great workgroup put

 21       together that -- so this will be the kickoff and I

 22       think, you know, stay tuned.  You're going to see

 23       a lot of programming throughout the year on inland

 24       wetlands and watercourses.

 25  THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, Denise.  It's an exciting
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 01       kickoff and I'm glad to be a part of it.  Thank

 02       you for the work you do.  And any questions for

 03       Denise?

 04  

 05                         (No response.)

 06  

 07  THE CHAIRMAN:  I asked Denise to do something

 08       yesterday, and it was done immediately.  Thanks.

 09       Thank you for the quick response from yesterday,

 10       Denise, very much.

 11  DENISE SAVAGEAU:  You're welcome.

 12  THE CHAIRMAN:  I appreciate it.

 13            Okay.

 14  GRAHAM STEVENS:  And I just want to reiterate my -- I

 15       just want to say, thank you, Denise, for putting

 16       this together and also for mentioning the upcoming

 17       events and programming.  Looking forward to a big

 18       year for water.  Here we go.

 19  THE CHAIRMAN:  2022, the year of water.  Yeah, thumbs

 20       up.

 21            Okay.  I'm not going to talk again about the

 22       waters czar.  We talked about that already but we

 23       did -- we have a spot on the agenda as we are

 24       going to every meeting for -- oh, I'm sorry.  I

 25       missed something here.  The water efficiency
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 01       standards.  We had a meeting a few weeks back with

 02       Brenda Watson and individuals from Operation Fuel.

 03            We tried to get this meeting going since

 04       before Christmas and we finally got it going a few

 05       weeks back.  And it was very, very productive.

 06       Lori was there and that was a very, very, very

 07       productive meeting.  And just lots of enthusiasm

 08       in terms of how we're going to continue to promote

 09       water efficiency and conservation, and how it fits

 10       into the whole mission, if you will, of Operation

 11       Fuel.

 12            And I thank Brenda.  I just got something

 13       today.  I'm going to have another meeting coming

 14       up -- but leaving in March.  We're trying to get a

 15       date together.

 16            Lori, I don't know if you want to add to that

 17       but I was very impressed with the time we spent

 18       together for sure.

 19  LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.  Jack, I agree.  A very good group,

 20       great discussion and look forward to the next

 21       meeting.  There's a lot of interest in this and I

 22       think this is one of the ways forward for water

 23       efficiency.

 24  THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.  Any questions on that?

 25  
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 01                         (No response.)

 02  

 03  THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So last month we discussed the

 04       water planning priorities and I don't -- Alecia,

 05       were you going to go back and look at their

 06       priorities as well?

 07  ALICEA CHARAMUT:  For the advisory group?

 08  THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah.

 09  ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Yeah, we have started that process.

 10  THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  That's what I thought.  So I

 11       don't know if you want to proceed, how you want to

 12       proceed on this, Graham and Lori, Martin?

 13            The last time we actually went down the list,

 14       kind of looked at where we were at, it kind of

 15       just ties into what Dave Radka had asked for in

 16       terms of what we ought to be looking at I think

 17       for the next assignment, for the implementation

 18       group once the water position is dealt with.

 19  LORI MATHIEU:  Yeah, one thing -- I know on the water

 20       position, I know I've shared my thoughts with you

 21       all, with the three of you.  It's to sort of

 22       clarify a few points here and there.

 23            But you know, I'll wait for the group to give

 24       us, as Virginia mentioned at the beginning of the

 25       meeting, you know, get us their information and go
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 01       from there.  But you know, for future topics, you

 02       know I like where we're going with water

 03       efficiency very much.  There's probably always

 04       more that we could do.

 05            One thing that we were chatting about -- and

 06       I know with Martin, you have been talking

 07       internally about a lot of things with drought and

 08       making sure that we have ourselves, you know, we

 09       were looking at our to-do's within DPH, and Steve

 10       Harkey and I were talking about this.

 11            And there's a lot for us to do on that list.

 12       And it's so funny, Jack, because you'll know this.

 13       Right?  It's Dave LeVasseur who we were chatting

 14       about yesterday, by the way.  Right?  So Dave

 15       LeVasseur had the effort to produce an ordinance

 16       for towns to adopt when there is a time of a

 17       drought.

 18            You know we have the operational rules, but

 19       then I think along with the operational rules, you

 20       know it's important to have a town have authority

 21       or feel that they have authority, a place to go to

 22       tell people that, you know, okay.  It's the first

 23       stage of a drought.  You, you with private wells

 24       and you with public water, you know, in our town,

 25       it might be split up between some service by
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 01       Aquarion, some service by a number of smaller

 02       public water systems and some, a whole host of

 03       private wells.  And we're in a drought.

 04            And you know, the State saying if this is at

 05       a certain level -- and then how does a town

 06       implement at the town level?  And I think we've

 07       always sort of run into that.  And that's one of

 08       our to-dos.

 09            And I wanted to bring this forward here

 10       because I still think it's really important, but I

 11       think we're going to need some help.  I think it's

 12       on our list, Martin, for us to do something

 13       definitely about and for us -- maybe DPH to take

 14       the lead.

 15            But I'm just thinking that, you know, I

 16       wanted to put on the table here, because we're

 17       going to need assistance to think about that

 18       because it's now -- I think that model ordinance

 19       that we have is good, but it hasn't been adopted

 20       by many towns, if not maybe one or two.

 21            I know that the town of -- I know when Len

 22       DeJong was here, he was working --

 23  THE CHAIRMAN:  I think Southbury.  Wasn't it, Lori?

 24  LORI MATHIEU:  Southbury or Woodbury.  I can't remember

 25       which one of the 'Burys -- right?  Was working to
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 01       adopt it, and I don't know if it ever made it.

 02       But we know that Simsbury recently adopted an

 03       ordinance.  We know that Hebron was looking at

 04       one.  We know that the City of Norwalk has a very

 05       good ordinance and often invokes it during

 06       droughts.

 07            But I think we need a group.  I know that

 08       it's a focus area that I'd love to bring forward.

 09  THE CHAIRMAN:  Is this something we should task the

 10       implementation group with, perhaps?

 11  LORI MATHIEU:  I'm thinking.  I'm thinking, yeah.

 12  THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  I mean, I'm not saying we do it

 13       today, but this is the -- I think -- I can tell

 14       Virginia can't wait.  I can just tell by looking

 15       at her.  She can't wait to do something like this.

 16  VIRGINIA de LIMA:  This is something that we probably a

 17       year or more ago we proposed looking at, because

 18       the existing ordinance was originally based, I

 19       believe, on Greenwich's.

 20            But as Denise has mentioned many, many times,

 21       each town has a very different combination and

 22       different flavor of their water resources.  And

 23       one of the things that we considered was to

 24       perhaps put together a menu that if you had

 25       groundwater sources, this might apply.
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 01            If they were domestic groundwater sources,

 02       this might apply.  If you had another type -- and

 03       that towns could then take, you know, one

 04       paragraph from column A and two paragraphs from

 05       column B, and cobble together something that was

 06       unique to their town, but be given enough

 07       information to make that process fairly

 08       straightforward rather than overwhelming.

 09            Where do we start?

 10  THE CHAIRMAN:  Alecia just reminded me that this was --

 11       maybe you saw.  I think she was chatting with

 12       everybody that this was a recommendation from the

 13       PCAG drought subgroups.

 14            Denise, you want to weigh in since you work

 15       down in Greenwich?

 16  DENISE SAVAGEAU:  Yeah, and we dealt with this in

 17       Greenwich and I ended up being the lead for water

 18       supply.  We actually had a water supply team that

 19       included our department of public health as well

 20       as our fire department and the first selectman's.

 21            And so we determined which department should

 22       take the lead, but more departments are involved

 23       just like here.  We kind of had our own little

 24       mini water planning council.

 25            But there are some challenges.  But we have
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 01       the ordinance, but because we knew we had

 02       groundwater issues, you know, Aquarion serves a

 03       certain percentage of the town, but there's a

 04       large portion of the town that had their own

 05       wells.

 06            So we needed an ordinance that covered

 07       everything, and that's, you know, how we did it.

 08       And when we talk about this at the drought

 09       group -- I think that Virginia explained it

 10       perfectly.  We're looking at that there's not one

 11       ordinance fits all.  The ordinance that was

 12       drafted is good language and works if you're on a

 13       public water supply system, but not if you have

 14       multiple water supplies, whatever.

 15            And it also doesn't -- the Town needs to

 16       adopt it, but I think there's also a piece.

 17       There's like, it really needs to define the role

 18       of the water utility with the Town, whatever.  And

 19       we need to look at that, because you know if you

 20       have a water utility that steps up to the plate

 21       and does what Aquarian did in Greenwich in this

 22       last drought that, you know -- the last couple of

 23       droughts, I should say when I was there, they just

 24       stepped up and did a unbelievable job.

 25            But until that drought all the water
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 01       utilities were saying, we don't have jurisdiction.

 02       And it was the Town that was taking jurisdiction

 03       for enforcement of the drought -- so prior, prior

 04       to that drought in 2016 or 2017, whatever it was.

 05            So we need to put that into perspective and

 06       then the town still does have some authority if

 07       the water utility -- and understanding that they

 08       don't all have the capabilities that Aquarian has,

 09       if it becomes the town that's the enforcement

 10       agency for that and how you deal with that.  So

 11       there's a lot to take into consideration.

 12            I actually have a permitting process for

 13       people how to irrigate their lawns, you know,

 14       during the drought.

 15  THE CHAIRMAN:  So Margaret just chatted that Southbury

 16       did not adopt --

 17  LORI MATHIEU:  Did not.  Did not do it.  Right?

 18  THE CHAIRMAN:  -- it was talked about.  So I mean,

 19       we've got a lot of work with this.  This is a big,

 20       big topic and we might need some legislative

 21       relief or direction, or enabling legislation -- or

 22       something, but I'm just throwing that out.

 23            So hold on.

 24  VIRGINIA de LIMA:  The other big challenge is that

 25       water is, as we all know, doesn't follow town
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 01       boundaries.  And because the Pomperaug is in four

 02       different towns, even if the Town of Southbury was

 03       supporting it, some of their neighboring towns --

 04       and I believe it was Oxford that did not support

 05       it and did not want to be bound by something that

 06       was not from their town itself.

 07            So you've heard me say before, I think the

 08       legislature needs to redraw the town boundaries

 09       around the watershed boundaries and that would

 10       solve all our problems.

 11  THE CHAIRMAN:  That -- Alecia likes that.  Okay.

 12  LORI MATHIEU:  So Jack, I brought that up because I

 13       think it is one of the most important items that

 14       tasked for DPH to start working on in Martin's,

 15       you know, Martin's big work plan to address for

 16       the drought plan, so.

 17  THE CHAIRMAN:  You came up with two big topics.  We'll

 18       look at the priorities, the water efficiency, the

 19       droughts and the ordinances to deal with droughts.

 20       I mean, that's a lot of work right in there.

 21  LORI MATHIEU:  It is.

 22  THE CHAIRMAN:  So when we get to next month we'll be

 23       making some assignments to the implementation

 24       workgroup.  Do you want to weigh in, Martin?

 25  MARTIN HEFT:  Thank you.  Yeah, that's what happens
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 01       when I have the screen off and then pop it on.

 02       You know that I wanted to say something.

 03  THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.

 04  MARTIN HEFT:  Thanks.  Another thing I just want to

 05       mention that we should also look at as, not only

 06       looking at all the recommendations, you know, and

 07       seeing where we're at with them within the current

 08       plan.

 09            And it was mentioned before, but just to make

 10       sure it's still on the list is Executive Order

 11       21-3, you know, regarding the climate change and

 12       everything to see what things may pertain to our

 13       water plan that we either have to change or adapt

 14       accordingly.

 15            So we should definitely keep that in mind as

 16       we're reviewing all this, that we need to review

 17       that document as well.

 18  THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes, I know Lori is always -- Lori is on

 19       some of those groups, some of those subcommittees.

 20  LORI MATHIEU:  I would agree, Martin.  There's a lot

 21       there.

 22  THE CHAIRMAN:  I think we have a lot.  Between those

 23       four I think we've got quite a bit there.  So

 24       anything else?  Graham, do you have anything?

 25  GRAHAM STEVENS:  Nothing right this second, Jack.
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 01  THE CHAIRMAN:  And again, we'll keep on doing this

 02       every month.

 03            Any other new business?

 04  

 05                         (No response.)

 06  

 07  THE CHAIRMAN:  I'm going to open up the public comment.

 08            Any public comment?  Anybody else have

 09       anything else to say -- besides tomorrow I hope

 10       everybody tunes in for the 50th anniversary of the

 11       passage of the inland wetland legislation.

 12            I guess it was said by Denise, that there's

 13       over a hundred people signed up.  So it should be

 14       very good.

 15  

 16                         (No response.)

 17  

 18  THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, our next meeting is March 1st.

 19            Okay.  Motion to adjourn?

 20  GRAHAM STEVENS:  Jack, before we adjourn just one thing

 21       on the priorities?  You know, I think that the

 22       first time that we talked through the priorities,

 23       you know, I think we got about halfway through the

 24       list.

 25  THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.
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 01  GRAHAM STEVENS:  And I think that was that was helpful.

 02       Maybe, you know, for the next meeting we could try

 03       to finish out for the discussion just going

 04       sequentially.

 05            And DEEP, at DEEP we've put together, like

 06       you know, our opinions on what we think is both a

 07       long-term priority and a short-term priority for

 08       the agency, and kind of also highlighted areas

 09       where we think there might be priorities that are

 10       generally priorities of the Water Planning

 11       Council, although we only represent a fraction of

 12       that council.

 13            So maybe after we get through the list, I'd

 14       be happy to share, you know.  And I think, you

 15       know, we are thinking at DEEP, just to, you know,

 16       put that out in the conversation ether.  And then

 17       obviously it would be interesting to hear what

 18       other agencies think about our priorities as well.

 19            I don't know if that makes sense.

 20  THE CHAIRMAN:  No, it does make sense.  And I have the

 21       list in front of me.  And right.  We get it down,

 22       part of it.  So I want to clean up this list and

 23       then before the next meeting we'll reach out to

 24       our respective members' agencies to look at what

 25       we would like to discuss and reprioritize at the
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 01       next meeting, if that's acceptable to everyone.

 02  DAVID KUZMINSKI:  Hey Jack, this is Dave.  Hey, I just

 03       want to thank you guys for coming out and doing

 04       the podcast yesterday about the Water Planning

 05       Council.

 06            So that was really -- we're going to get that

 07       up and get that post processed -- and since we

 08       recorded one almost two years ago, so we'll see if

 09       we can get back on track.  So thank you so much.

 10  THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.  We appreciate that.  And

 11       that ties into our education outreach very much,

 12       so we'll get another one.  So thank you.

 13  LORI MATHIEU:  And Jack, do we want to mention that to

 14       Dave's point that -- I don't know if we've

 15       actually put this out there before, but the idea

 16       to do this on a consistent basis maybe every other

 17       month or so.

 18            We were trying to get this on track right

 19       before COVID.  We had one right before COVID, so

 20       it was two years ago, and we just recorded one

 21       yesterday.  But we wanted, you know, to do this on

 22       some sort of consistent cadence to share the word,

 23       the good word of the state water plan.

 24  THE CHAIRMAN:  And it goes without saying that Martin

 25       and Graham are both welcome.  Martin certainly can
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 01       get -- I want to talk about drought.  Once the

 02       whole revision of the drought standards is set

 03       forth they could do a whole podcast on drought.

 04            And Graham always has lots to say from the

 05       DEEP perspective, so lots going on.

 06            And I forgot -- I think everybody knows.  And

 07       I should have said this.  Betsey Wingfield has

 08       retired and last week was her last week with DEEP

 09       after 34 years, five days and five weeks and

 10       five -- she had it right down to the science.

 11            But we thank Betsey on behalf of the Council

 12       for her passion for water and the work that she's

 13       done.  And for the work that she's done -- and I

 14       want to at some point recognize her on behalf of

 15       the Water Planning Council.

 16            So we, as you know, I believe pre-pandemic we

 17       had our first -- I think Margaret Miner was our

 18       first Water Champion.  I believe that's what we

 19       call the award, the Water Champion Award.

 20            Alecia, is that what we did?

 21  ALICEA CHARAMUT:  I can find the documents, but I

 22       believe that's what it was called.

 23  THE CHAIRMAN:  You know what?  It would be very helpful

 24       if you could find the documents and e-mail them to

 25       me.  So I was thinking of doing something similar
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 01       for Betsey.  So I think it would be very

 02       appropriate.

 03  ALICEA CHARAMUT:  I will dig that up and send it on.

 04  THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.  So we wish Betsey well.

 05            And with that on a positive note, anything

 06       else to come before us today?

 07  

 08                         (No response.)

 09  

 10  THE CHAIRMAN:  Now I'll entertain a motion to adjourn.

 11  LORI MATHIEU:  So moved.

 12  MARTIN HEFT:  Second.

 13  THE CHAIRMAN:  All those in favor.

 14  THE COUNCIL:  Aye.

 15  THE CHAIRMAN:  But be safe, everyone.

 16  

 17                        (End:  2:24 p.m.)

 18  

 19  

 20  

 21  

 22  

 23  

 24  

 25  
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 1   THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  We'll call the Water Planning



 2        Council meeting for February 1st to order.



 3        Welcome.  Happy lunar new year to everyone.



 4             I hope everybody is here -- and the first



 5        order of business will be to accept the January



 6        4th transcript.  Do I have a motion?



 7   LORI MATHIEU:  So moved.



 8   GRAHAM STEVENS:  Seconded.



 9   THE CHAIRMAN:  Any questions on the motion?



10



11                          (No response.)



12



13   THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, all those in favor signify by



14        saying, aye.



15   THE COUNCIL:  Aye.



16   THE CHAIRMAN:  The motion is approved.



17             Correspondence received, I have nothing in



18        front of me.



19             Let's go right to the -- I do have some



20        announcements, but I can make that later on -- go



21        right to the implementation workgroup.



22             Virginia?



23   VIRGINIA de LIMA:  Okay.  Good afternoon, everybody.  I



24        want to first comment on the topical subgroup



25        that's looking at outreach and education.
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 1             As you know, they are planning a panel



 2        discussion for tomorrow and I am very excited to



 3        let you know that they have 106 registrants for



 4        that session.  And so we're -- well, it's at noon



 5        tomorrow.  We'll all be looking forward to it.



 6             In terms of the topical group working on the



 7        reporting and tracking, their past meeting they



 8        heard a very informative presentation by people



 9        from the Long Island Sound Study, which is an EPA



10        program.



11             And the Long Island Sound Study has a very



12        complete monitoring system where they are tracking



13        all the implementation that they're doing on the



14        Long Island Sound management plan.



15             One of the challenges that we will have is



16        that they're tracking much more concrete and data



17        driven items than are we.  For instance, how many



18        acres -- how many fewer acres of hypoxia are there



19        in Long Island Sound?  So it's much harder data



20        than some of the more philosophical things that we



21        would be tracking for the state water plan.



22             But they were -- it was an impressive



23        presentation and they said that they would be



24        available for any questions.  They also had a



25        period of time where they were doing more informal
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 1        tracking before their tracking system was up and



 2        running.  So I think we can learn a lot from them,



 3        and the communications will be continuing.



 4             The other the workgroup that we have -- as I



 5        think you all are aware, is looking at coming up



 6        with roles and responsibilities for a water



 7        planning chief.  As I've mentioned before, we've



 8        been pulling from a lot of different documents,



 9        some of them were ideas that were in the state



10        water plan itself, other position descriptions and



11        the expertise of people in the group.



12             And we have pulled together an initial draft



13        that lists the roles and responsibilities and the



14        skills that might be appropriate for such a



15        position.  That was shared with the topical group



16        this morning and at our meeting on Friday --



17        hopefully we'll get buy-in from the group as to



18        that.  And then we will send it to the full



19        implementation workgroup as well as the advisory



20        group for their input.



21             And we are still aiming to have that document



22        to you later on this month, I know in the last



23        Water Planning Council meeting you were saying



24        that you would like to have a very aggressive



25        schedule, and hopefully be able to bring somebody
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 1        on the beginning of the fiscal year in July.



 2        That's still what we're working towards, getting



 3        you something as soon as possible so that you can



 4        do that.



 5             The last thing that we are discussing is the



 6        membership on the implementation workgroup.  The



 7        terms go from spring to spring.  I'm purposely



 8        being a little bit vague about exactly when in the



 9        spring, because it has not been precise.



10             But there are several positions that are



11        either vacant -- well, that are vacant that we



12        don't think people will be re-upping for.  So at



13        our meeting next week we'll be asking people if



14        they are willing and able to stay on in their



15        current position.



16             And if not, we'll be looking for replacements



17        for those positions and hopefully get a slate to



18        you for at least no later than your April meeting.



19             Dave, is there anything that you want to add?



20   DAVID KUZMINSKI:  The only thing I would add is that



21        with us, you know, sort of fast track this water



22        planning chief sub topical workgroup.



23             And as Virginia said, by the end of this



24        month we should be done.  That should be all



25        wrapped up and presented to you.  And then
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 1        obviously if you have additional work on it you



 2        would like us to do, we will of course take that



 3        up.



 4             But we'll be wrapping that up, as I say.  And



 5        so we will have the opportunity, if you so wish,



 6        to take on another topic.  So when you're down,



 7        you're talking about your priorities and



 8        re-prioritization or things you would like us to



 9        take up, we'd love for you to identify one or more



10        things that we can start to develop proposals for



11        workgroup formation for with your approval at,



12        hopefully the next meeting after that.



13   THE CHAIRMAN:  That's excellent, Dave and Virginia.  I



14        mean, I know a lot of work has going into this



15        water czar coordinator position and I think it's



16        really a key to moving this, moving this plan



17        forward.



18             So I thank everybody for the work that



19        they've done on this.



20   VIRGINIA de LIMA:  I do want to say that we've had a



21        fabulous workgroup, very dedicated people with a



22        lot of creative ideas.  And it's been great fun



23        having Maureen Westbrook participate in this



24        group.



25   THE CHAIRMAN:  Maybe she'll be a candidate for it.
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 1             Now what about the tracking group, Virginia?



 2   VIRGINIA de LIMA:  As I said, they had a presentation



 3        from the Long Island Sound study in their past



 4        meeting, which was last week.  And so they are



 5        working on both gleaning ideas from other tracking



 6        systems as well as moving through the questions



 7        and the brainstorming ideas that we did back last



 8        fall.



 9   THE CHAIRMAN:  Which is also a very good group.



10   DAVID KUZMINSKI:  Virginia, I see Corinne.  Corinne is



11        here, I think.



12   VIRGINIA de LIMA:  I was just going to ask if she was



13        here, and if she wanted to add to that.



14   DAVID KUZMINSKI:  The main thing she might have is by



15        way of update for when they think they may be in a



16        position to prepare a report and recommendation.



17        There she is.



18   CORINNE FITTING:  Hi.



19   THE CHAIRMAN:  Hi, Corinne.



20   CORINNE FITTING:  We are plugging along.  I'm not



21        really sure -- in the next few we don't anticipate



22        going for a long, long term, but I think we're



23        struggling a little bit with how to frame this,



24        and I think it will be a few more months before



25        we're ready to come back with some
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 1        recommendations.



 2             You know, the presentation by the Long Island



 3        Sound study folks this last week was excellent.



 4        It gives us something to sort of shoot for.  But I



 5        think that level of sophistication is a little



 6        ways off for us.  So we're trying to figure out



 7        how we move things forward in the interim until we



 8        can sort of set up for a good tracking system.  So



 9        it will be a few months, yeah.



10   THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, and the group for all the



11        work you're doing.  And it's a very, very



12        important component of the state water plan for



13        sure.



14             Any questions for Corinne or Virginia or



15        Dave, from the Council.



16



17                          (No response.)



18



19   THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, thank you very much.  We'll move



20        onto the Water Planning Council advisory group



21        report.



22             Alecia, is the heat off in your office?



23   ALICEA CHARAMUT:  It is.  There's a frozen pipe.



24        They're working on it.  I'm so glad I wore my



25        parka into the office today.
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 1   THE CHAIRMAN:  You look very cold -- well, you look



 2        warm.



 3   ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Well, my landlord brought up some



 4        space heaters.  So at least my fingers and nose



 5        aren't frozen anymore.



 6   THE CHAIRMAN:  Sorry about that.



 7   ALICEA CHARAMUT:  No.  No, it's quite all right.  I



 8        just wanted to say that, you know, if Maureen



 9        Westbrook became our water czar we would probably



10        have all our problems solved in about two years.



11             And I don't think if we went back to



12        in-person meetings you can find a transcriber that



13        was willing to work with her at the Water Planning



14        Council meetings, because she talks so fast.



15   THE CHAIRMAN:  You should see her in the hearing room.



16   ALICEA CHARAMUT:  I've witnessed it.  It's impressive,



17        very impressive.



18   THE CHAIRMAN:  She's great, though.



19   ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Yeah, she's fantastic.  She has



20        really made those, the water chief meetings a lot



21        of fun for sure.



22             So other than the updates that, you know,



23        we'll be getting here at the Water Planning



24        Council we are reinitiating work and reaching out



25        to folks on the source water protection white
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 1        paper.  And we have also -- the group that's



 2        meeting on our work on the steps for solar



 3        development has met.  And what we're doing



 4        currently is working on a letter to DEP with the



 5        recommendations that the advisory group and the



 6        Water Planning Council had given their blessing to



 7        just in anticipation of the steps process starting



 8        up again.



 9             So in hopes that, you know, it's something



10        that can be considered as the process moves



11        forward specifically in the recommendations that



12        were put forward to protect drinking water sources



13        from inappropriate solar, solar development.



14             So we will run that by you guys after we run



15        it by the advisory group.  It's in draft right



16        now, but just trying to be proactive at this point



17        in putting those very specific recommendations



18        forward.



19             Is there anything I'm forgetting Dan?



20   DAN LAWRENCE:  Well, we continue to try to move.  I



21        think there's been enough time between -- and we



22        talked about this, the state water plan when it



23        was written to now.  And that was, we had our



24        conversation in our last meeting and how, do we



25        all remember what's in it?  And what the
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 1        priorities were.



 2             And the executive summary is like the



 3        greatest document ever written for that.  It's got



 4        a good 17 pages and very well defined.  So we



 5        distributed that back out to the group just to



 6        remind everybody why we're here.



 7             So I thought that would be good just to kind



 8        of think about priorities again, what's been



 9        accomplished as well.  But just getting --



10        reminding people what's in the state water plan.



11        It's important.



12             We also talked a little bit about, there's a



13        lot of things going on in the WUCC as well and



14        having some of those particular presentations



15        related to the CPCN, and developers and how that's



16        going to work -- brought over and we presented



17        that to the Water Planning Council advisory group,



18        so the groups can work together as well as where



19        we are with interconnections and things like that.



20             So the groups can be more collaborative in



21        nature and feel like no one's hiding anything for



22        sure -- because no one is.



23             But so I think it's going well.  I think it's



24        trying to, you know, as we always say, get some



25        driving and going on, instead of just sitting
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 1        around.  So you know, move that forward, so.



 2   THE CHAIRMAN:  Excellent.  Questions?  I think it's a



 3        great idea.  I mean, it's what?  2014, 2015 and



 4        new -- it's going on eight years.  So it's good to



 5        keep the impression on everybody's mind, so -- and



 6        you're right about the executive summary.  It's



 7        excellent.



 8             Margaret Miner, did you have a question?



 9   MARGARET MINER:  No, I don't.  Thank you.



10   THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay, I saw you -- I saw you light up.



11        So sometimes when that happens you think a person



12        has a question.



13   MARGARET MINER:  No, Alecia presented on the steps very



14        well.



15   THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.



16             Okay.  Watershed lands group update, Karen



17        Burnaska.



18   KAREN BURNASKA:  Just to let you know, basically there



19        we have many members of the watershed lands



20        workgroup who are participating in the source



21        water protection white paper and also in the



22        review of the Step, the solar siting on water



23        company land and water class one and class



24        two-like land.  So that's basically where our



25        efforts are now.
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 1             And the group, the watershed lands workgroup



 2        is really not scheduled to meet until March 11th.



 3        It's a Friday at 9 a.m. via zoom.  So right now



 4        most of our energies are involved with the solar



 5        siting update on the Step program.  So that's



 6        where we are.



 7             And I'll ask Margaret if she's got anything



 8        else to add, because I give her the last word.



 9   MARGARET MINER:  No, that is where we are.



10   THE CHAIRMAN:  And Karen, maybe you want to tell people



11        what we're doing in terms of the land trust



12        reports.  I know we were going to have --



13        unfortunately you can't be with us.  We're having



14        a follow-up meeting tomorrow.



15   KAREN BURNASKA:  Yeah.  What has come out of the MOA



16        between the Connecticut Water Company and Save the



17        Sound is a great, great program to help protect



18        watershed -- water company land that they don't



19        need anymore, class three land and protect it.



20             And what we're dealing with now working with



21        PURA and hoping to get up-to-date information from



22        land trusts who, according to statutes, need to be



23        advised of the sale of water company land.  So



24        we're working on a process and there is



25        unfortunately a call tomorrow morning at nine that
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 1        I won't be able to be on, but we can update you at



 2        the next meeting.



 3             But we're working with them to make certain



 4        that PURA and the water companies have up-to-date



 5        information on who the contact people are on the



 6        various land trusts across the state and



 7        (unintelligible).



 8   THE CHAIRMAN:  And don't feel bad.  Sometimes we say,



 9        like -- Cat is going to be there tomorrow which is



10        fine, but it was set up -- it's less than 24-hour



11        notice we gave you, so please.



12             But sometimes I have to work with our staff



13        to do something.  I just want to keep it moving



14        because we're very close to getting a procedure in



15        place here.



16   KAREN BURNASKA:  And we appreciate that.  And as I



17        said, we're at the very end -- is that we are



18        working also with the Connecticut Land



19        Conservation Council, the Executive Director Amy



20        Paterson to make certain that land trusts are



21        aware of the process and the correct information



22        is in the hands of both PURA and the water



23        companies.



24             And thank you for putting together the



25        meeting right away.
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 1   THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.



 2   LORI MATHIEU:  Jack, could I ask a question?  Is that



 3        possible?



 4   THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.



 5   LORI MATHIEU:  So Karen, the land trusts definition and



 6        the requirement to notify on the sale of class



 7        three land, is there a statute that's referenced?



 8   KAREN BURNASKA:  Yeah.



 9   LORI MATHIEU:  Do you know what the statute is?



10   KAREN BURNASKA:  Not off the top of my head, but I can



11        get it to you.



12   LORI MATHIEU:  If you can get it for me offline.  I



13        just -- I'm thinking about that, you know, because



14        there's language in one of our statutes that's



15        similar.  And I think it's also referenced in a 16



16        title as well.



17             So I'm just curious.



18   RICHARD HANRATTY:  This is Rich from Connecticut Water.



19        I have an email I got yesterday with that



20        statutory cite.  I'll find it and I'll send it.



21   LORI MATHIEU:  Thank you.  Okay.  Thank you.



22   KAREN BURNASKA:  Lori, what I can find really quickly



23        is 16-50C(b).



24   THE CHAIRMAN:  That actually has the dates.  It's



25        actually that -- it was an education for me.  It's
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 1        February 1st, but in terms of the dates it's



 2        supposed to -- I believe February 1st.  Wasn't it,



 3        Karen?



 4   KAREN BURNASKA:  Yeah.



 5   THE CHAIRMAN:  So --



 6   KAREN BURNASKA:  It was annually that they were



 7        supposed to --



 8   THE CHAIRMAN:  Annually.



 9   KAREN BURNASKA:  The information was supposed to be



10        received and PURA was going to update the list.



11        And for whatever the reason is, is they had -- the



12        list of contact people of the land trust have not



13        been updated.



14             And we're just trying to figure out, you know



15        how.  How best they can do it, because of the, you



16        know, some of the land trust, it was kind of



17        difficult to kind of hone out who exactly was the



18        contact person of the land trust to be contacted



19        with the Connecticut -- when the Connecticut Water



20        Company put their land up for sale.



21             But I believe that's the correct -- it's



22        notify the water company sales as per Section



23        16-50C(b).



24   THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.



25             Any questions?  More questions?
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 1                          (No response.)



 2



 3   THE CHAIRMAN:  And we'll move on to other business.



 4        WUCC update, Lori?



 5   LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.  Is Eric McPhee on?  He might not



 6        be, because I gave him a few assignments for this



 7        afternoon.  So I know there's an upcoming meeting



 8        and we can get that information.



 9             Dan, you may have more information than I do



10        on the WUCC upcoming meeting, Dan Lawrence.



11             I don't know if Dan is still there -- but I



12        can get information on when the next meeting is.



13        I know that Rich Iozzo, who works at DPH, sends an



14        invite out to everybody with the agenda.



15             We have been working on agenda items, as Dan



16        had mentioned.  Interconnections has been a big



17        item for everyone to be knowledgeable about as



18        well as the interplay with the sale of excess



19        water permitting process we've been -- the WUCC



20        has been working on.  And they're looking for



21        items for implementation for other items.



22             One thing that has been coming up within our



23        agency is having a clear vision of future



24        potential sources of supply in the land that is



25        associated with those.  So that is one thing that
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 1        you'll probably here on a WUCC agenda coming up,



 2        because one of the items that we want to make sure



 3        that we have is a clean list statewide, and it



 4        should be within the WUCC plans.



 5             But we want to make sure that we have, you



 6        know, to Dan's point about plans get old fast;



 7        that we want to have a clean up-to-date list of



 8        future potential sources and emergency sources



 9        statewide and regionally so that that is shareable



10        and that everybody is knowledgeable about those as



11        well as the property that is owned that is



12        associated with those sources.



13             So you'll probably hear more about that.  It



14        does -- you know to Dan's point, it does



15        crisscross into some of the things we just heard



16        Karen talk about as well as Margaret and the



17        concern of source water protection and the white



18        paper as well as future potential development for



19        whatever project it happens to be.



20             You know protection of those watersheds,



21        identification of those watersheds is an important



22        aspect of the WUCC planning process.  So attend



23        the WUCC meetings if you can.



24             Dan -- I see Dan has his camera on.  Maybe he



25        has the agenda and knows when the date is.
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 1   DAN LAWRENCE:  What do you -- about the next WUCC



 2        meeting?



 3   LORI MATHIEU:  Next WUCC meeting?



 4   DAN LAWRENCE:  It is the 16th, I believe.



 5   LORI MATHIEU:  Of February?



 6   DAN LAWRENCE:  Yeah, that's our next implementation



 7        group meeting.



 8   LORI MATHIEU:  Very good.



 9   DAN LAWRENCE:  Yeah.  Eric and Rich and I have been



10        bantering a bit because we're kind of winding down



11        with some things -- and that need final review.



12        You have to go out to the three plugs, and then



13        being circulated.



14             Like where interconnections are, Corinne has



15        been helping and Doug as well from DEEP.  And then



16        we've been working on that, as you know, the CPCN



17        developer, DPH, DEP.  Like, how much can you add



18        in there?  That story board.



19             So we're going -- those are kind of, I won't



20        say, to be done, but close enough where I think



21        we'll start another group.  So if that's, you



22        know, I only want to do really -- that will be two



23        and a half, if you will.  I don't think the group



24        can handle much more than that.  So we're trying



25        to do it sort of in a strategic point where we
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 1        picked the most important thing.



 2             The one that was coming up, Lori, was the one



 3        about developer non-community systems and



 4        community systems being built, you know, 600 feet



 5        from an existing water -- how do we get that



 6        resolved, too, I think?  So --



 7   LORI MATHIEU:  Yeah, or 202 feet away.



 8   DAN LAWRENCE:  Yeah exactly.  All very close.  All very



 9        close and doable.  How do you make that work?  So



10        that was going to be my next priority, but if



11        there's something in front of that I'm obviously



12        very open for that thought as well.



13   LORI MATHIEU:  You know one of the things I think we've



14        talked a little bit of during these meetings is



15        what happens when there is sewer and not water in



16        an area, or vice versa.  Right?



17             And so you know the pressure that towns feel



18        to move a sewer line out ahead of public water,



19        and the pressure that comes to different town



20        offices, local health departments to approve a



21        well for a new business becomes a new



22        non-community system, a regulated system.



23             And literally the only place to put that well



24        is in the center of their parking lot.  And if



25        anyone knows Brookfield like you know Brookfield,
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 1        Dan --



 2   DAN LAWRENCE:  I do.



 3   LORI MATHIEU:  In some towns we're building new



 4        Brookfields.  We're allowing that to happen again.



 5   DAN LAWRENCE:  Yeah.



 6   LORI MATHIEU:  And we've got a plan together.  You know



 7        Graham and I talk a lot about this, about water



 8        and sewer at the same time.  I know it's not



 9        coordinated perfectly, but that's something like



10        real big picture we need to be looking at where



11        this is happening.



12             And where towns, I mean, you know, there



13        they're taking advantage of the waters there, but



14        the sewer is not -- the sewer is there, but the



15        water is not.  And developers want to move forward



16        with projects, you know, blame them.



17             It's one thing that we need to think more



18        about.



19   DAN LAWRENCE:  Yeah.  Lori, one of the comments that we



20        usually get, like it's about economic development



21        from the first selectman or the mayor, you know,



22        and it becomes a very difficult conversation as



23        you're aware.



24   LORI MATHIEU:  It is.  It is.



25   THE CHAIRMAN:  Nobody wants to pay for.  Nobody wants





                                 22

�









 1        to pay for it.



 2   DAN LAWRENCE:  Yeah.  But you know, it's hard for us to



 3        say, oh, no, or something because they can't



 4        afford it.  This, this is such an important part



 5        of our community.  Right?  That becomes a



 6        conversation that we can't really be involved in



 7        because it has nothing to do with water, so.



 8   LORI MATHIEU:  And the interesting part is that the



 9        towns are doing a really good job, town planners



10        doing a very good job with their own town



11        municipal C and D plans.



12             And so a lot of towns will have the plan of



13        where they want to put future development along



14        major state roadways.  And those are the types of



15        things that you know the council of governments,



16        the town planners and the WUCC should be talking



17        about, and to coordinate the best that we can, to



18        have an understanding of exclusive service areas



19        for the waterside.



20             You know, where is the sewer?  Where is the



21        public water?  What's your plan?  What are your



22        local plans?  Times have definitely changed from



23        30 years ago when local plans of development were



24        way out of date and, you know, needed to be



25        updated -- were 30 years old.  I think times are
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 1        definitely different now.



 2             So that's one thing that you know Eric and I



 3        talk a lot about, because he is constantly on the



 4        forefront of having to review and approve these



 5        types of wells that are in the center of a parking



 6        lot in a pit, and that's unfortunate.



 7   THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, Lori.



 8             Lori, you want to do private well updates,



 9        anything?



10   LORI MATHIEU:  Well, the legislative session is the 9th



11        of February.  More to come.  I don't have anything



12        to say.



13             But you know I hope that we can -- in March



14        at our March meeting, Jack, that we can provide



15        more information.



16   THE CHAIRMAN:  Understood.



17             And Martin, I know you've got a crazy



18        schedule today, but would you like to talk about



19        the interagency drought workgroup.



20   MARTIN HEFT:  Good afternoon, everybody.  I apologize



21        for not being on video.  As Lori just mentioned,



22        with the session coming up next week I'm quite



23        inundated at the moment.



24             But on the interagency drought workgroup, we



25        do have a meeting this Thursday at two o'clock
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 1        which will be going over all of the



 2        recommendations and our final format for this, and



 3        obviously reviewing any condition changes that



 4        we've been doing.  So that's basically it.



 5   THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.  And thank you for your



 6        continued work on that.  Thank you very much.



 7        Appreciate it.



 8             Any questions?



 9



10                          (No response.)



11



12   THE CHAIRMAN:  Before we get to the priorities of the



13        Council, I want to call on Denise Savageau to give



14        us a little update in terms of World Wetlands Day



15        and the 50th anniversary of the Inland Wetlands



16        Commission.  It's going to be tomorrow.



17             We're going to have at high noon tomorrow.



18        Correct, Denise?



19   DENISE SAVAGEAU:  Tomorrow.  So we've had really good



20        response.  As virginia reported, 106 people



21        registered.  We're going to start -- Jack's going



22        to kick us off with a welcome and a brief little



23        intro to what the Water Planning Council and state



24        water plan is.



25             I will give a brief history of the Inland
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 1        Wetlands and Watercourses Act and set up for the



 2        panel.  And that will be the highlight, is the



 3        panel that will have, you know, focus on a



 4        discussion on the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses



 5        Act and relationship to the state water plan.



 6             As you know, there's many -- when the state



 7        water plan was developed it referenced many plans



 8        and many programs of the State, and the Inland



 9        Wetlands and Watercourses Act was one of them.  So



10        we're looking forward to that.



11             And I think just on a bigger scale we're



12        working with DEP, the wetlands unit as well as



13        CACIWC, which is the Connecticut Association of



14        Conservation and Inland Wetland Commissions as



15        well as a host of other groups, the conservation



16        districts and Rivers Alliance, and some other



17        groups that are all looking at the 50th



18        anniversary of the Inland Wetlands and



19        Watercourses Act this year.



20             And I think we've got a great workgroup put



21        together that -- so this will be the kickoff and I



22        think, you know, stay tuned.  You're going to see



23        a lot of programming throughout the year on inland



24        wetlands and watercourses.



25   THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, Denise.  It's an exciting
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 1        kickoff and I'm glad to be a part of it.  Thank



 2        you for the work you do.  And any questions for



 3        Denise?



 4



 5                          (No response.)



 6



 7   THE CHAIRMAN:  I asked Denise to do something



 8        yesterday, and it was done immediately.  Thanks.



 9        Thank you for the quick response from yesterday,



10        Denise, very much.



11   DENISE SAVAGEAU:  You're welcome.



12   THE CHAIRMAN:  I appreciate it.



13             Okay.



14   GRAHAM STEVENS:  And I just want to reiterate my -- I



15        just want to say, thank you, Denise, for putting



16        this together and also for mentioning the upcoming



17        events and programming.  Looking forward to a big



18        year for water.  Here we go.



19   THE CHAIRMAN:  2022, the year of water.  Yeah, thumbs



20        up.



21             Okay.  I'm not going to talk again about the



22        waters czar.  We talked about that already but we



23        did -- we have a spot on the agenda as we are



24        going to every meeting for -- oh, I'm sorry.  I



25        missed something here.  The water efficiency
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 1        standards.  We had a meeting a few weeks back with



 2        Brenda Watson and individuals from Operation Fuel.



 3             We tried to get this meeting going since



 4        before Christmas and we finally got it going a few



 5        weeks back.  And it was very, very productive.



 6        Lori was there and that was a very, very, very



 7        productive meeting.  And just lots of enthusiasm



 8        in terms of how we're going to continue to promote



 9        water efficiency and conservation, and how it fits



10        into the whole mission, if you will, of Operation



11        Fuel.



12             And I thank Brenda.  I just got something



13        today.  I'm going to have another meeting coming



14        up -- but leaving in March.  We're trying to get a



15        date together.



16             Lori, I don't know if you want to add to that



17        but I was very impressed with the time we spent



18        together for sure.



19   LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.  Jack, I agree.  A very good group,



20        great discussion and look forward to the next



21        meeting.  There's a lot of interest in this and I



22        think this is one of the ways forward for water



23        efficiency.



24   THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.  Any questions on that?



25
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 1                          (No response.)



 2



 3   THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So last month we discussed the



 4        water planning priorities and I don't -- Alecia,



 5        were you going to go back and look at their



 6        priorities as well?



 7   ALICEA CHARAMUT:  For the advisory group?



 8   THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah.



 9   ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Yeah, we have started that process.



10   THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  That's what I thought.  So I



11        don't know if you want to proceed, how you want to



12        proceed on this, Graham and Lori, Martin?



13             The last time we actually went down the list,



14        kind of looked at where we were at, it kind of



15        just ties into what Dave Radka had asked for in



16        terms of what we ought to be looking at I think



17        for the next assignment, for the implementation



18        group once the water position is dealt with.



19   LORI MATHIEU:  Yeah, one thing -- I know on the water



20        position, I know I've shared my thoughts with you



21        all, with the three of you.  It's to sort of



22        clarify a few points here and there.



23             But you know, I'll wait for the group to give



24        us, as Virginia mentioned at the beginning of the



25        meeting, you know, get us their information and go
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 1        from there.  But you know, for future topics, you



 2        know I like where we're going with water



 3        efficiency very much.  There's probably always



 4        more that we could do.



 5             One thing that we were chatting about -- and



 6        I know with Martin, you have been talking



 7        internally about a lot of things with drought and



 8        making sure that we have ourselves, you know, we



 9        were looking at our to-do's within DPH, and Steve



10        Harkey and I were talking about this.



11             And there's a lot for us to do on that list.



12        And it's so funny, Jack, because you'll know this.



13        Right?  It's Dave LeVasseur who we were chatting



14        about yesterday, by the way.  Right?  So Dave



15        LeVasseur had the effort to produce an ordinance



16        for towns to adopt when there is a time of a



17        drought.



18             You know we have the operational rules, but



19        then I think along with the operational rules, you



20        know it's important to have a town have authority



21        or feel that they have authority, a place to go to



22        tell people that, you know, okay.  It's the first



23        stage of a drought.  You, you with private wells



24        and you with public water, you know, in our town,



25        it might be split up between some service by
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 1        Aquarion, some service by a number of smaller



 2        public water systems and some, a whole host of



 3        private wells.  And we're in a drought.



 4             And you know, the State saying if this is at



 5        a certain level -- and then how does a town



 6        implement at the town level?  And I think we've



 7        always sort of run into that.  And that's one of



 8        our to-dos.



 9             And I wanted to bring this forward here



10        because I still think it's really important, but I



11        think we're going to need some help.  I think it's



12        on our list, Martin, for us to do something



13        definitely about and for us -- maybe DPH to take



14        the lead.



15             But I'm just thinking that, you know, I



16        wanted to put on the table here, because we're



17        going to need assistance to think about that



18        because it's now -- I think that model ordinance



19        that we have is good, but it hasn't been adopted



20        by many towns, if not maybe one or two.



21             I know that the town of -- I know when Len



22        DeJong was here, he was working --



23   THE CHAIRMAN:  I think Southbury.  Wasn't it, Lori?



24   LORI MATHIEU:  Southbury or Woodbury.  I can't remember



25        which one of the 'Burys -- right?  Was working to
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 1        adopt it, and I don't know if it ever made it.



 2        But we know that Simsbury recently adopted an



 3        ordinance.  We know that Hebron was looking at



 4        one.  We know that the City of Norwalk has a very



 5        good ordinance and often invokes it during



 6        droughts.



 7             But I think we need a group.  I know that



 8        it's a focus area that I'd love to bring forward.



 9   THE CHAIRMAN:  Is this something we should task the



10        implementation group with, perhaps?



11   LORI MATHIEU:  I'm thinking.  I'm thinking, yeah.



12   THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  I mean, I'm not saying we do it



13        today, but this is the -- I think -- I can tell



14        Virginia can't wait.  I can just tell by looking



15        at her.  She can't wait to do something like this.



16   VIRGINIA de LIMA:  This is something that we probably a



17        year or more ago we proposed looking at, because



18        the existing ordinance was originally based, I



19        believe, on Greenwich's.



20             But as Denise has mentioned many, many times,



21        each town has a very different combination and



22        different flavor of their water resources.  And



23        one of the things that we considered was to



24        perhaps put together a menu that if you had



25        groundwater sources, this might apply.
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 1             If they were domestic groundwater sources,



 2        this might apply.  If you had another type -- and



 3        that towns could then take, you know, one



 4        paragraph from column A and two paragraphs from



 5        column B, and cobble together something that was



 6        unique to their town, but be given enough



 7        information to make that process fairly



 8        straightforward rather than overwhelming.



 9             Where do we start?



10   THE CHAIRMAN:  Alecia just reminded me that this was --



11        maybe you saw.  I think she was chatting with



12        everybody that this was a recommendation from the



13        PCAG drought subgroups.



14             Denise, you want to weigh in since you work



15        down in Greenwich?



16   DENISE SAVAGEAU:  Yeah, and we dealt with this in



17        Greenwich and I ended up being the lead for water



18        supply.  We actually had a water supply team that



19        included our department of public health as well



20        as our fire department and the first selectman's.



21             And so we determined which department should



22        take the lead, but more departments are involved



23        just like here.  We kind of had our own little



24        mini water planning council.



25             But there are some challenges.  But we have
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 1        the ordinance, but because we knew we had



 2        groundwater issues, you know, Aquarion serves a



 3        certain percentage of the town, but there's a



 4        large portion of the town that had their own



 5        wells.



 6             So we needed an ordinance that covered



 7        everything, and that's, you know, how we did it.



 8        And when we talk about this at the drought



 9        group -- I think that Virginia explained it



10        perfectly.  We're looking at that there's not one



11        ordinance fits all.  The ordinance that was



12        drafted is good language and works if you're on a



13        public water supply system, but not if you have



14        multiple water supplies, whatever.



15             And it also doesn't -- the Town needs to



16        adopt it, but I think there's also a piece.



17        There's like, it really needs to define the role



18        of the water utility with the Town, whatever.  And



19        we need to look at that, because you know if you



20        have a water utility that steps up to the plate



21        and does what Aquarian did in Greenwich in this



22        last drought that, you know -- the last couple of



23        droughts, I should say when I was there, they just



24        stepped up and did a unbelievable job.



25             But until that drought all the water
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 1        utilities were saying, we don't have jurisdiction.



 2        And it was the Town that was taking jurisdiction



 3        for enforcement of the drought -- so prior, prior



 4        to that drought in 2016 or 2017, whatever it was.



 5             So we need to put that into perspective and



 6        then the town still does have some authority if



 7        the water utility -- and understanding that they



 8        don't all have the capabilities that Aquarian has,



 9        if it becomes the town that's the enforcement



10        agency for that and how you deal with that.  So



11        there's a lot to take into consideration.



12             I actually have a permitting process for



13        people how to irrigate their lawns, you know,



14        during the drought.



15   THE CHAIRMAN:  So Margaret just chatted that Southbury



16        did not adopt --



17   LORI MATHIEU:  Did not.  Did not do it.  Right?



18   THE CHAIRMAN:  -- it was talked about.  So I mean,



19        we've got a lot of work with this.  This is a big,



20        big topic and we might need some legislative



21        relief or direction, or enabling legislation -- or



22        something, but I'm just throwing that out.



23             So hold on.



24   VIRGINIA de LIMA:  The other big challenge is that



25        water is, as we all know, doesn't follow town
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 1        boundaries.  And because the Pomperaug is in four



 2        different towns, even if the Town of Southbury was



 3        supporting it, some of their neighboring towns --



 4        and I believe it was Oxford that did not support



 5        it and did not want to be bound by something that



 6        was not from their town itself.



 7             So you've heard me say before, I think the



 8        legislature needs to redraw the town boundaries



 9        around the watershed boundaries and that would



10        solve all our problems.



11   THE CHAIRMAN:  That -- Alecia likes that.  Okay.



12   LORI MATHIEU:  So Jack, I brought that up because I



13        think it is one of the most important items that



14        tasked for DPH to start working on in Martin's,



15        you know, Martin's big work plan to address for



16        the drought plan, so.



17   THE CHAIRMAN:  You came up with two big topics.  We'll



18        look at the priorities, the water efficiency, the



19        droughts and the ordinances to deal with droughts.



20        I mean, that's a lot of work right in there.



21   LORI MATHIEU:  It is.



22   THE CHAIRMAN:  So when we get to next month we'll be



23        making some assignments to the implementation



24        workgroup.  Do you want to weigh in, Martin?



25   MARTIN HEFT:  Thank you.  Yeah, that's what happens
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 1        when I have the screen off and then pop it on.



 2        You know that I wanted to say something.



 3   THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.



 4   MARTIN HEFT:  Thanks.  Another thing I just want to



 5        mention that we should also look at as, not only



 6        looking at all the recommendations, you know, and



 7        seeing where we're at with them within the current



 8        plan.



 9             And it was mentioned before, but just to make



10        sure it's still on the list is Executive Order



11        21-3, you know, regarding the climate change and



12        everything to see what things may pertain to our



13        water plan that we either have to change or adapt



14        accordingly.



15             So we should definitely keep that in mind as



16        we're reviewing all this, that we need to review



17        that document as well.



18   THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes, I know Lori is always -- Lori is on



19        some of those groups, some of those subcommittees.



20   LORI MATHIEU:  I would agree, Martin.  There's a lot



21        there.



22   THE CHAIRMAN:  I think we have a lot.  Between those



23        four I think we've got quite a bit there.  So



24        anything else?  Graham, do you have anything?



25   GRAHAM STEVENS:  Nothing right this second, Jack.
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 1   THE CHAIRMAN:  And again, we'll keep on doing this



 2        every month.



 3             Any other new business?



 4



 5                          (No response.)



 6



 7   THE CHAIRMAN:  I'm going to open up the public comment.



 8             Any public comment?  Anybody else have



 9        anything else to say -- besides tomorrow I hope



10        everybody tunes in for the 50th anniversary of the



11        passage of the inland wetland legislation.



12             I guess it was said by Denise, that there's



13        over a hundred people signed up.  So it should be



14        very good.



15



16                          (No response.)



17



18   THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, our next meeting is March 1st.



19             Okay.  Motion to adjourn?



20   GRAHAM STEVENS:  Jack, before we adjourn just one thing



21        on the priorities?  You know, I think that the



22        first time that we talked through the priorities,



23        you know, I think we got about halfway through the



24        list.



25   THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.
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 1   GRAHAM STEVENS:  And I think that was that was helpful.



 2        Maybe, you know, for the next meeting we could try



 3        to finish out for the discussion just going



 4        sequentially.



 5             And DEEP, at DEEP we've put together, like



 6        you know, our opinions on what we think is both a



 7        long-term priority and a short-term priority for



 8        the agency, and kind of also highlighted areas



 9        where we think there might be priorities that are



10        generally priorities of the Water Planning



11        Council, although we only represent a fraction of



12        that council.



13             So maybe after we get through the list, I'd



14        be happy to share, you know.  And I think, you



15        know, we are thinking at DEEP, just to, you know,



16        put that out in the conversation ether.  And then



17        obviously it would be interesting to hear what



18        other agencies think about our priorities as well.



19             I don't know if that makes sense.



20   THE CHAIRMAN:  No, it does make sense.  And I have the



21        list in front of me.  And right.  We get it down,



22        part of it.  So I want to clean up this list and



23        then before the next meeting we'll reach out to



24        our respective members' agencies to look at what



25        we would like to discuss and reprioritize at the
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 1        next meeting, if that's acceptable to everyone.



 2   DAVID KUZMINSKI:  Hey Jack, this is Dave.  Hey, I just



 3        want to thank you guys for coming out and doing



 4        the podcast yesterday about the Water Planning



 5        Council.



 6             So that was really -- we're going to get that



 7        up and get that post processed -- and since we



 8        recorded one almost two years ago, so we'll see if



 9        we can get back on track.  So thank you so much.



10   THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.  We appreciate that.  And



11        that ties into our education outreach very much,



12        so we'll get another one.  So thank you.



13   LORI MATHIEU:  And Jack, do we want to mention that to



14        Dave's point that -- I don't know if we've



15        actually put this out there before, but the idea



16        to do this on a consistent basis maybe every other



17        month or so.



18             We were trying to get this on track right



19        before COVID.  We had one right before COVID, so



20        it was two years ago, and we just recorded one



21        yesterday.  But we wanted, you know, to do this on



22        some sort of consistent cadence to share the word,



23        the good word of the state water plan.



24   THE CHAIRMAN:  And it goes without saying that Martin



25        and Graham are both welcome.  Martin certainly can
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 1        get -- I want to talk about drought.  Once the



 2        whole revision of the drought standards is set



 3        forth they could do a whole podcast on drought.



 4             And Graham always has lots to say from the



 5        DEEP perspective, so lots going on.



 6             And I forgot -- I think everybody knows.  And



 7        I should have said this.  Betsey Wingfield has



 8        retired and last week was her last week with DEEP



 9        after 34 years, five days and five weeks and



10        five -- she had it right down to the science.



11             But we thank Betsey on behalf of the Council



12        for her passion for water and the work that she's



13        done.  And for the work that she's done -- and I



14        want to at some point recognize her on behalf of



15        the Water Planning Council.



16             So we, as you know, I believe pre-pandemic we



17        had our first -- I think Margaret Miner was our



18        first Water Champion.  I believe that's what we



19        call the award, the Water Champion Award.



20             Alecia, is that what we did?



21   ALICEA CHARAMUT:  I can find the documents, but I



22        believe that's what it was called.



23   THE CHAIRMAN:  You know what?  It would be very helpful



24        if you could find the documents and e-mail them to



25        me.  So I was thinking of doing something similar
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 1        for Betsey.  So I think it would be very



 2        appropriate.



 3   ALICEA CHARAMUT:  I will dig that up and send it on.



 4   THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.  So we wish Betsey well.



 5             And with that on a positive note, anything



 6        else to come before us today?



 7



 8                          (No response.)



 9



10   THE CHAIRMAN:  Now I'll entertain a motion to adjourn.



11   LORI MATHIEU:  So moved.



12   MARTIN HEFT:  Second.



13   THE CHAIRMAN:  All those in favor.



14   THE COUNCIL:  Aye.



15   THE CHAIRMAN:  But be safe, everyone.



16



17                         (End:  2:24 p.m.)
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