Governor’s Advisory Board 
for Persons Who are Deaf, DeafBlind, and Hard of Hearing
Board Meeting Minutes
Friday, November 8, 2024
10:00am-12:00pm
Legislative Office Building Rm 2A

· Call to Order: 10:03 AM
· Welcome and Introductions
· Members in attendance: Barbara Cassin, Luisa Soboleski, Marielle Daniels (New – CT Hospital Association), MarySue Owens, Nick Dionne, Jennifer Violette, Terry Bedard (New – Hear Here Hartford), Lisa Flaherty-Vaughn, Melissa Dennis, Jeff Bravin, Nellie Noschese, Ruth Ennis 
· Guests: Harvey Corson, Amy Porter (ADS), Jennifer Proto (ADS), Jennifer White-Jackson (communication Advocacy Network - CAN)
· Approval of Minutes from September 20th, 2024:
· Edit: Nick Dionne last name spelled incorrectly
· Motion to accept minutes with edit made by Ruth Ennis, seconded by Lisa Flaherty Vaughn, motion carries.
· Old Business
· Update on Bureau Director – Amy Porter
· Recruitment underway, Commissioner Porter offered thanks for several members from the advisory board who assisted with the interviews, and second interviews will be underway. Any updates will be shared with the advisory board.  Goal is to have the new Bureau Director before the start of the new year.
· Interpreting Standards Task Force – Luisa	
· Harvey speaking in Milmaglyn’ s place.  Who serves as chair of the Interpreting Standards Board. Harvey listed members of the committee and gave an update on the taskforce’s initial meeting.  The taskforce will continue their work and come back Feb 7th to report back. It was at the request of the board for the taskforce to send an update to the advisory board in December. 
· Public Comments (limited to 15 minutes)
· No Public Comment
·  New Business 
· Schedule meetings for 2025 (February 7; April 4; September 5; November 7). Motion was made by MarySue Owens to accept the dates for 2025, seconded by Nellie Noschese. Motion carries.
· DDS presentation – DDS was unavailable to come today. Jennifer White-Jackson, new Director of the Communication Advocacy Network (CAN) came to talk to the Advisory board. Jennifer and the board discussed issues and possible solutions for folks in the DeafBlind senior community. 
· Nick Dionne – Nick wanted to address the difficulties in interpreting, regarding standardized testing in written form, examples include the Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) Permit and written test, and Dept. of Developmental Services (DDS) medication certification exam. There are written language complexities, along with several additional testing barriers that the community faces, such as not allowing an interpreter to interpret questions, inconsistent permission allowed for an interpreter to name a few. Ruth Ennis suggested exploring what Europe is doing with their push of creating documents using plain language. Melisa Dennis suggested inviting DMV’s EEO person to have these initial discussions. 
· Nick Dionne made motion to look into issue with the DMV and have DMV come to a future advisory board meeting. MarySue Owens seconded. Motion carries. 
· There was a question from the Advisory Board on how to Champion a bill. Alex Pachkovsky from the Governor’s office is available to assist with questions. 

· Announcements 
· Luisa Soboleski - CAD 85th anniversary and celebrating CAD being recognized nationally. 
· Jeff Bravin: ASD will be hosting a press conference this Thursday, that is representing ASD with Hartford Healthcare at ASD. If anyone is interested in attending the press conference, please reach out.  
· Adjournment MarySue Owens – moved to adjourn today’s meeting, seconded by Lisa Flaherty Vaughn. Meeting was adjourned at 11:24 AM 
· Next meeting        *February 7, 2025 LOB Room 2A


        

