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Water Planning Council Advisory Group 
 

July 15, 2025, Meeting Minutes 
 

A tele meeting of the Water Planning Council Advisory Group (WPCAG) was held by Zoom 
 

Agenda: July 15, 2025  
 

Video:  Video  
 

Members Present by video or phone: 
Aaron Budris             Naugatuck Valley Council of Governments 
Bonnie Burr            UConn College of Agriculture, Health and Natural Resources 
Josh Cansler                Southeastern CT Water Authority 
Alicea Charamut                 Fisheries Advisory Council 
Kathy Czepiel              Save the Sound 
Len Greene                  FirstLight (Electric Power) 
Carol Haskins              Pomperaug River Watershed Coalition 
Patrick Kearney                  New Britain Water Dept. 
Denise Savageau                 CT Association of Conservation Districts 
Kelsey Sudol (alt.)  Lake Waramaug 
Tom Tyler                             MDC 
Steve Vitko  South Central CT Regional Water Authority    
 

Other Participants: 
Ryan Carboni  CT Council on Environmental Quality  
Becca Dahl                  CT Office of Policy & Management 
Ali Hibbard  CT Dept. of Energy & Environmental Protection  
Kim Czapla   CT Dept. of Energy & Environmental Protection  
Bruce Wittchen  CT Office of Policy & Management 
Ray Jarema (alt.)  Berlin Water Control Com.  
Mary Pelletier 
Charles Vidich 
 

Members Absent: 
Alison McHorney               CT Office of Consumer Counsel 
Darryl Newman                  CT Nursery & Landscape Assoc. 
Steve Woltornist                 Marmon Water Residential Filtration/Water Quality Assoc. 
Nicole Deziel               Yale School of Public Health 
Sean Hayden            Lake Waramaug Task Force 
Dan Lawrence             Aquarion 
Sonia Brinckswirth            CT Association of Directors of Health 
Martha Smith              New Haven West River Watershed Coalition 
Dan Lawrence   Aquarion Water Company   

 
Vacancies: 

Recreation 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://egov.ct.gov/PMC/Agenda/Download/27936
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fct-n.com%2Fctnplayer.asp%3FodID%3D25096&data=05%7C02%7CSheena.McElrath%40ct.gov%7Ca17bb1022ff949fe4c5208ddca0768c0%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638888855343260870%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gfc9lDugS7GNycsTcpWah1lGKe1XrBJA1gEAEqzylE4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nvcogct.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSheena.McElrath%40ct.gov%7C639250c1138144ec332008dd6c562872%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638785839475198029%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hECp%2FoLXpnNco%2F7QKKGvBBrDTFKUxy6hYyT3ODsuCZ8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcahnr.uconn.edu%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSheena.McElrath%40ct.gov%7C639250c1138144ec332008dd6c562872%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638785839475209302%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xX1WAbLilS5M3j8Y3RrkW9OXv9gn6K7EdBXnnx1pkkI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.waterauthority.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSheena.McElrath%40ct.gov%7C639250c1138144ec332008dd6c562872%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638785839475220559%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yTgtAzifh%2F%2BvQohF0XDzyeJ9ExU7zM%2FS4rqE8YtDl94%3D&reserved=0
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?A=2696&Q=322704
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.savethesound.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSheena.McElrath%40ct.gov%7C639250c1138144ec332008dd6c562872%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638785839475369619%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=56vlqkbN6dyVcICbr4jLdNAoAgB4Spp%2BESMZcCys5Ww%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffirstlight.energy%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSheena.McElrath%40ct.gov%7C639250c1138144ec332008dd6c562872%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638785839475244863%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0RAOw%2BiK%2F2zSE8%2FUMbBwplKBsTEJPetElnwvzGRt9OM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pomperaug.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSheena.McElrath%40ct.gov%7C639250c1138144ec332008dd6c562872%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638785839475257327%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3zKgEfVHzPDoG%2BgKSW76nhXH6TTF7ZG%2BVxttOKibr3A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newbritainct.gov%2Fservices%2Fwater-department%2Fgeneral-informationhtm&data=05%7C02%7CSheena.McElrath%40ct.gov%7C639250c1138144ec332008dd6c562872%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638785839475279905%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iADVEKpBchUMk8sVpRB6eKyfYJOlmIunuTof%2BLnseuc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.conservect.org%2Fconnecticut-association-of-conservation-districts%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSheena.McElrath%40ct.gov%7C639250c1138144ec332008dd6c562872%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638785839475313714%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g%2FZ6JDvr92Iat%2FMhogKs0EVPlGVvAg9AFAtvWil%2BsfE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.themdc.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSheena.McElrath%40ct.gov%7C639250c1138144ec332008dd6c562872%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638785839475335710%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FkVJt8AwoaT1DyN5fTI4KEYs6%2BNzXNZcRohoc%2BjQmck%3D&reserved=0
http://www.rwater.com/
https://portal.ct.gov/CEQ
https://portal.ct.gov/OPM
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP
https://portal.ct.gov/OPM
https://portal.ct.gov/OCC
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cnla.biz%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSheena.McElrath%40ct.gov%7C639250c1138144ec332008dd6c562872%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638785839475380775%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0qiB2uYwEOwSznFNT%2ByoUglNrja%2Buro%2BoSstLkliZg8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.marmon.com%2Findustry-groups%2Fwater%2Fhttps%3A%2Fwww.marmon.com%2Findustry-groups%2Fwater%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSheena.McElrath%40ct.gov%7C639250c1138144ec332008dd6c562872%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638785839475392103%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t%2FFe4oaROOVaS0B92x4fuvRSxjBCrLNsufoXLgid%2FmI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwqa.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSheena.McElrath%40ct.gov%7C639250c1138144ec332008dd6c562872%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638785839475404972%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IYOJDnUUyKSKnPuGLOi%2B2yOOqdIc9PXt7L5j8acPN%2Bg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fysph.yale.edu%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSheena.McElrath%40ct.gov%7C639250c1138144ec332008dd6c562872%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638785839475232404%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8DMp0D%2B8O9WpuMDVsh96aLJQ2kkCNZiFrs6jREbBKec%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lakewaramaug.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSheena.McElrath%40ct.gov%7C639250c1138144ec332008dd6c562872%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638785839475268546%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fZR0NwSZ1fuonL0V62yxreJrR3XicdgxfKZ9sjzoitQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Faquarion.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSheena.McElrath%40ct.gov%7C639250c1138144ec332008dd6c562872%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638785839475291298%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z6RnbTQyghgOK0s7K%2FBzW8Ou8Dv9uJGM9eZnxL04NTU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcadh.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSheena.McElrath%40ct.gov%7C639250c1138144ec332008dd6c562872%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638785839475302575%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ic%2BDBxanb%2BmP0to5L0cKZioqC5ALVPg%2BxV%2FWbAEROMI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westriverwatershed.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSheena.McElrath%40ct.gov%7C639250c1138144ec332008dd6c562872%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638785839475324654%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fe08AkPeKGHhqcd1Jb%2B4YGIMS%2B%2BIXZV6%2B4VyhMFzbG8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.aquarionwater.com/
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1. Call to Order:  

• Co-chair Alicea Charamut began the virtual meeting at 1:35pm with introductions of 
everyone on the call.  

 
2. Approval of Draft Minutes: 

 

• 5/20/25 meeting. A motion was made by Len Green and 2nd. The motion passed with an 
abstention from Carol Haskins as she was not present for the meeting.  

• A vote was not held on the minutes from the 6/17/25 meeting as there was not a quorum 
at the 6/17/25 meeting.  
 

3. Old Business 
 

• WPC & Work Group Updates 

• 2025 WPC Work Plan  

• Overcoming Future Challenges 

• Changes to Laws and Regulations 

• Levels of Authority form Implementation 

• Watershed and Aquifer Protection where Incentives are Lacking 

• Vulnerability and Security Issues 

• Food – Energy- Water Nexus 

• Emerging Contaminants 

• Constraints on System Expansion 

• Climate Change 
a. Article shared by Mary Pelletier: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/14/technology/meta-data-center-
water.html?unlocked_article_code=1.Wk8.hmv9.DPcSYf1hTmX1&smid=
url-share  

• Outreach & Education Work Group 

• Tues.  September 30, 2025, 12-1pm– Floods and Impact on Water Quality 

• Tues. October 17, 2025 – Imagine a Day Without Water- Drought & Drinking Water 
Quality 

• Survey is complete. In the process of getting all the information together. And will 
finalize at August meeting.  

• Looking into the theme for next year and looking for recommendations.  

• Looking into better utilizing YouTube.  

• Nominating Committee 

• May need to look into the configuration of the nominating committee 

• Vacancy in the Recreation category.  

• Always room for alternates.  

• At the WPC meeting there was discussion of having the nominating committee help 
with recruitment for membership for the Watershed Protection Workgroup which 
would be a merger of the Source Water Protection Group and the Watershed Lands 
Group.  

• There is no membership, anyone interested in participating is able.  

• Kim Czapla asked if the membership be considered to the CT Water Source 
collaborative.  

• Link to Workgroup description. 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SgdU8wm0lIvLk0mSeStJz5uZyaCNufp0/view?u
sp=sharing  

• Watershed Lands Workgroup 

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/14/technology/meta-data-center-water.html?unlocked_article_code=1.Wk8.hmv9.DPcSYf1hTmX1&smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/14/technology/meta-data-center-water.html?unlocked_article_code=1.Wk8.hmv9.DPcSYf1hTmX1&smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/14/technology/meta-data-center-water.html?unlocked_article_code=1.Wk8.hmv9.DPcSYf1hTmX1&smid=url-share
https://portal.ct.gov/water/wpc-groups-and-committees/state-water-plan-outreach-and-education-workgroup
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SgdU8wm0lIvLk0mSeStJz5uZyaCNufp0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SgdU8wm0lIvLk0mSeStJz5uZyaCNufp0/view?usp=sharing
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• Next meeting September 12, 2025 

• Source Water Protection White Paper 

• Thank you to Denise S., Lissette Stone, Kim Czapla & Rebecca Dahl for pulling 
together the White Paper.  

• Reviewed the Source Water Protection White Paper developed the 
Comprehensive report prepared by the Source Water Protection Workgroup for 
the CT Water Planning Council. It evaluates the current strategic 
recommendations, enhances safety, sustainability and resilience of the state 
drinking water source.   

• Proposed this report to the Advisory Group for an informal vote. There was no 
objection so the report will go to the Water Planning Council for approval.  

• 2025 Legislative Session 

• Other old business 

• Website changes 

• Ali Hibbard is working to make sure website is accessible to all and is open to 
any suggestions.  

• WUCC update 

• No Update 

• Interagency Drought Work Group IDW Homepage 

• Last met July 3, 2025 

• Conditions are holding normal.  

• Next meeting Aug. 7, 2025 

• Hydrilla  

• Research and management options will be taking place.  

• Informative video: https://youtu.be/OZ2baYSgl8Y  

• Hydrilla management: https://riversalliance.org/statement-on-hydrilla-
management/  

• CT River Hydrilla: https://www.nae.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects-
Topics/Connecticut-River-Hydrilla/  

• Aquatic Invasive Species in CT: 
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/39f2d565ea304c0aa97335ad2d3c7f
0d?org=CAES&views=Instructions-1  

• Contact Alicea Charamut with any questions.  
 

4. New Business 

• None 
  
 

5. Public Comment 
 

• None 
 
6. Adjourn 

 
Motion was made and seconded to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 3:04pm. 
 
 

Minutes prepared by Sheena McElrath, PURA 
 

 

https://portal.ct.gov/water/drought/interagency-drought-workgroup
https://youtu.be/OZ2baYSgl8Y
https://riversalliance.org/statement-on-hydrilla-management/
https://riversalliance.org/statement-on-hydrilla-management/
https://www.nae.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects-Topics/Connecticut-River-Hydrilla/
https://www.nae.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects-Topics/Connecticut-River-Hydrilla/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/39f2d565ea304c0aa97335ad2d3c7f0d?org=CAES&views=Instructions-1
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/39f2d565ea304c0aa97335ad2d3c7f0d?org=CAES&views=Instructions-1

