Water Planning Council Advisory Group

December 16, 2025, Meeting Minutes

A tele meeting of the Water Planning Council Advisory Group (WPCAG) was held by Zoom

Dec. 16, 2025 Meeting Agenda

Video:  Dec. 16, 2026 Zoom Video

Members Present by video or phone:
Sonia Brinckswirth            CT Association of Directors of Health
Aaron Budris            	Naugatuck Valley Council of Governments
Josh Cansler               	Southeastern CT Water Authority
Alicea Charamut                 Fisheries Advisory Council
Kathy Czepiel             	Save the Sound
Len Greene                 	FirstLight (Electric Power)
Patrick Kearney                  New Britain Water Dept.
Daniel Lawrence            	Aquarion
Denise Savageau                 CT Association of Conservation Districts
Steve Vitko		South Central CT Regional Water Authority   

Other Participants:
Lauren Bergman (alt.)       CT Water Co.
Martin L. Heft CT 		Office of Policy & Management
Ali Hibbard		CT Dept. of Energy & Environmental Protection
Ray Jarema (alt.)		Berlin Water Control Com. 
Kelsey Sudol (alt.)		Lake Waramaug

Members Absent:
Erica Fearn
Tom Tyler                             MDC

1. Call to Order: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk124496360]Co-chair Alicea Charamut began the virtual meeting at 1:36pm 

2. Approval of Draft Minutes:

· Co-chair Alicea Charamut made a motion to approve the September 16, 2025, Draft Minutes & the October 28, 2025, Retreat Minutes. First by Len Green & and second by Pat Kearney. Minutes were approved. 

3. Old Business

· Outreach & Education Work Group
· 2026 Mtgs. will be 3rd Tuesday of the month at 9am
· https://www.youtube.com/@CTWaterPlanningCouncil 
· Looking for content 
· Topics for next year’s webinar series. 
· Non-Profit Source Pollution 101- DEEP – March for World Water. Date TBD
· Watershed Restoration thru Dam Removal (Need a speaker)
· Role of local government in Source Water Protection (Need a speaker)
· Riparian Buffers/Nature Based Solutions (Need a speaker)
· Always looking for new members. Would like a rep from each of the agencies.

· Nominating Committee
· Investigating nominations and will release next meeting regarding Science Academia category. 
· Watershed Protection Workgroup
· Met Fri. Dec. 12, 2025
· Focused on Section 5.2.3.1 of the State Water Plan Reaffirming Support for the Protection of Class 1 and 2 Lands as well as Watershed property protected for water supplies.
· [bookmark: _Hlk183335739]2026 Legislative Session
· Riparian Buffer Working Group
· Effort to limit the application of protections for vegetation in riparian areas to rivers and streams
·  Subsurface Sewage Disposal Working Group
· Proposal for minimum Statewide wake surfing 

· Website changes
· No Update
· WUCC update
· Will be meeting with Chair’s & DPH to have 3 simultaneous meetings to address administrative items. 
· Interagency Drought Work Group IDW Homepage
· Still in Stage 2 for Fairfield, New Haven, Middlesex counties. 
· 2024-2025 After Action Drought Report 
· 2025 WPC Annual Report https://portal.ct.gov/water/water-planning-council/state-water-plan  
4. New Business
2026 Meeting Dates Motion made to finalize dates by Steve Vitkos, second by Denise Savageau. 2026 Meeting Dates approved. 

5. Public Comment
· Alicea Charamut- Highlighting the need for better education and better understanding of meeting the needs to get water to people’s homes and waste away from it. 

6. Upcoming Meetings/ Webinars

· Jan. 6, 2025,	WPC Meeting (9am)
· Jan. 20, 2025 	Outreach & Education (9am)
· Jan. 20, 2025, 	WPCAG Meeting (1:30pm)

7. Adjourn

Motion was made by Denise Savageau and second by Dan Lawrence to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 2:40pm. 


Minutes prepared by Sheena McElrath, PURA
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