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Meeting Notes
Date: January 21, 2026
Time: 10:00 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.

In Attendance: Mairead Painter, Nora Duncan, Lara Stauning, Liliya Vynar, Joann Peterson, Kelli Lefler, Laura Snow-Robinson, Erin Leavitt-Smith, Michael Martone, Nancy Becker, Susan Morales, Kathleen Titsworth, Dorian Long, Allison Dvorak, Hailey Sun (SMP Coordinator – New Member), Regina Stankaitis (Public).
Welcome and Opening:
Co-Chair Nora Duncan opened the meeting at 10:04 a.m. and confirmed that a quorum was present. Members introduced themselves.
Approval of Previous Minutes:
The minutes from the previous meeting were circulated in advance. A motion to approve was made by Mairead Painter and seconded by Michael Martone. The minutes were approved unanimously, with no corrections or abstentions.
Legislative Agenda & Session Updates:
Co-Chair Nora Duncan invited members to share legislative priorities for the upcoming session beginning February 4.
1. Long-Term Care Ombudsman Legislative Agenda: Chair Mairead Painter presented a high-level overview, highlighting priorities such as expanding electronic monitoring rights to include residential care homes, imposing penalties for tampering with resident monitoring devices, and including nursing home management companies in abuse, neglect, and exploitation liability statutes. The agenda also focused on prohibiting involuntary placement in secure or locked units without proper legal authority, strengthening transfer and discharge appeal protections, enforcing penalties for improper discharges and failure to readmit residents, and increasing the Personal Needs Allowance (PNA) tied to the cost of living. Additional priorities included penalties for chronic understaffing based on payroll-based journal (PBJ) data, protections for spouses providing unpaid caregiving, resident rights related to ventilation and window access, expansion of anti-retaliation education and training to assisted living and residential care homes, and consumer protections against misrepresentation of residential care homes as assisted living.
2. Family Caregiver & Fraud Prevention Agenda: Co-Chair Nora Duncan presented key initiatives, including a proposal for a family caregiver tax credit to cover documented out-of-pocket caregiving expenses, fraud prevention legislation targeting gift card scams, including romance and utility scams, and continued advocacy for long-term care system oversight and enhanced consumer protections.
Additionally, Co-Chair Duncan discussed Fraud Awareness & Public Education efforts, including the launch of the AARP romance scam PSA in partnership with the Attorney General. She highlighted increased public awareness, media engagement, and national efforts addressing crypto-based relationship scams. Laura Snow-Robinson emphasized the importance of survivor storytelling and reducing stigma.
Connecticut Home Care Program & Service Navigators: Nora Duncan presented on the need to increase asset limits for the Connecticut Home Care Program for Elders and advocated for permanent funding of Service Navigator positions. The presentation emphasized cost savings achieved through community-based care and the prevention of premature institutionalization. Mairead Painter added commentary highlighting the positive impact of Service Navigators, particularly their effectiveness observed through regional meetings.
DOJ SAFE Training – Forensic Interviewing: Lara Stauning presented information on the DOJ-led Safe & Accessible Forensic Interviewing with Elders training scheduled for April 1–2, 2026, at 55 Farmington Avenue. The training is designed for law enforcement, attorneys, and social workers, with POST credits approved and CLE and CEU credits in progress. Attendance is limited to 75 participants, with lunch on Day 1 sponsored by AARP and an additional sponsor being sought for Day 2. Discussion and input were provided by Erin Leavitt-Smith and Joann Peterson.
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day (WEAAD): Nora Duncan led the discussion on planning for World Elder Abuse Awareness Day, scheduled for June 15, 2026, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Quinnipiac University’s Law/Medical Campus. The event will feature a keynote address by Paul Greenwood, former prosecutor and national elder justice advocate, along with resource tables, a survivor story video featuring Regina Stankaitis, a law enforcement spotlight, and a multidisciplinary response panel including prosecutors, law enforcement, and financial institutions. Discussion and input were provided by Regina Stankaitis, Kathleen Titsworth, and Michael Martone.
Emergency Response & Managed Care Concerns: Laura Snow-Robinson introduced concerns related to managed care medical groups operating within nursing homes. Issues discussed included financial incentives that may limit hospital transfers, consent concerns surrounding DNR orders, and challenges to continuity of care during emergency evacuations. The group also discussed best practices for emergency response planning and the importance of accurate resident tracking during emergencies.
Members and Alternates:
Co-Chair Nora Duncan emphasized the importance of maintaining compliance with FOIA requirements, including the designation of both members and alternates. This information has been requested in multiple prior meetings, and a deadline of February 21, 2026, was established for all members to submit their alternates. The current roster was reviewed, and an updated roster reflecting changes will be distributed shortly.
· Alison Dvorak provided her alternate: Robyn Harper-Gulley 
· Laura Snow-Robinson’s alternate is Tiffany Colucci 
· Nancy Becker’s alternate is Jennifer McCaughey 
· Lara Stauning has been added back to the roster as a member
Member Transitions:
Erin Leavitt-Smith is retiring, and this was her last meeting. Her replacement will be Amy Dumont, with an alternate, Katie Daly (Katie.Daly@ct.gov). The team thanked Erin for her service, resources, and contributions over the years, and all wished her well on her travels and new beginnings.
Motion: Approval of a new organizational member to the Steering Committee, Hailey Sun, Sr. SMP Coordinator. The motion was made by Nora Duncan and seconded by Mairead Painter. The motion passed unanimously.
Communications & Outreach: The group reviewed current communication tools, including the website, social media platforms, and email distribution methods. Discussion focused on the costs and overall effectiveness of Constant Contact. An action item was identified to revisit the coalition’s communication strategy at a future meeting, including exploring options that O’Donnal can provide which may eliminate the need for Constant Contact.
Announcements:
Upcoming events include the TEARS Conference on April 9, AARP Fraud Blitz Month in April, the Voices Forum on October 2, and the Disability Summit on October 6. Members were encouraged to submit additional events to Susan Morales for promotion on the Coalition’s website.
Adjournment:
The meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m. with no further business.
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